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Coming Soon 
 

 

•     “Build Your Home  

      On the Rock‖          

      Sunday, August 22        

      Somers Avenue 

      B. J. & Tish Clarke  

 

•     37th Annual Labor Day 

      Gospel Meeting 

       Lectureship 

       McAlmont Church of Christ 

       September 5-6 

 

•      Annual Homecoming             

       Minister‘s Appreciation                       

       Airport Church of Christ 

       September 25-26, 2010 

 

 

 

 

•     Change for Children Cans        

      due back by September 19    
 

 

 
          

 

For Our Guests: 
 

Attended Nursery at back 

of the Auditorium—infants  

 
Attended Training Room 
at back of the auditorium  
East side  [for 1-3 Yr. olds] 

 
Wireless Hearing receivers 

are available in sound booth at 

back of the auditorium. 

 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Somers Ave Church of Christ 

4801 Somers Avenue 
North Little Rock AR 72118 

 

 Phone: 501-758-5256 
Fax: 501-758-1047 

 
 Office@somersavenue.org  

 

Schedule of Services: 
 

Bible Classes:      9:00  A.M. 

Worship:            9:45  A.M. 

Evening Service:  5:00  P.M. 

Midweek:            7:00  P.M. 

Back to School               

God.  Just as the smell of 

school supplies can bring 
feelings of joy or despair, 

depending on your experi-
ence, so we as Christians 

are the fragrance of life or 
the smell of death to those 

around us.   
   When people come into 
contact with you, do they 

know that you are God‘s?  
Can they tell by your 

words, actions, and atti-
tudes that you are not of 

this world?  Can YOU tell?  
What does it look like?  

How do we do this?  Is it 
something we talk about or 

something we are commit-
ted to?   

   Part of the beauty of be-
longing to this body of be-

lievers is that we have a 
built in support system for 

working toward becoming 
like Christ.  My question is, 
―Do we have accountabil-

ity?‖  Someone who knows 
our struggles and does 

more that just help out, but 
keeps our focus on our task 

ahead.  God gave us the gift 
of each other so that we 

can have these relationships.   
   Our goal is a common 

goal.   

   Its that time again!  The 

stores are crazy, the kids 
are crazier.  It‘s the time for 

new boxes of crayons, 
markers, and glue.  Or for 

our college kids, desk lamps 
and dorm décor.  Do you 

remember those times?   
   The excitement of new 
possibilities.  The promise 

that this year really can be 
the ―best year ever!‘  The 

feeling of being on the edge 
of something new.  And the 

smells.  I bet that everyone 
can remember what that 

new box of crayons smells 
like.  Or the clean of a new 

classroom.  What about 
that new plastic smell of a 

pencil box.  Binders even 
smell!  Our sense of smell is 

one of the strongest links to 
memory that we have.  

   Do you know where I am 
going with this yet?   
   You could walk into a 

room blindfolded and know 
that you are surrounded by 

school supplies (unless you 
are Chelsea Jahnke).  As 

Christians, we are called to 
do the same thing.  We are 

to be the aroma of Christ, 
so that when people have 

contact with us there is no 
doubt that we belong to 

It is all the same.  While we 

are on this journey, we are 
to walk closer to God  each 

day.  This is growth.  This is 
dedication.  This is aroma.  

Just as we are told in Acts 
4:13 that because of their 

courage, people took note 
that Peter and John had 
been with Jesus, we are 

called to be aroma so that 
those around us will know 

that we are children of God.   
   This is not easy.  It is not 

supposed to be.  We are 
called to be the aroma of 

Christ to a dying world, and 
to be accountable to others 

on our walk.  Let‘s make a 
difference!  Let‘s spread the 

aroma of Christ! 
 

 
But thanks be to God, who 

always leads us in triumphal 
procession in Christ and 
through us spreads every-

where the fragrance of the 
knowledge of him.  Foe we are 

to God the aroma of Christ 
among those who are being 

saved and those who are per-
ishing. 

          2 Corinthians 2:14-15 
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Our Record 
August 8, 2010             

Sunday Bible Classes 

159 

A.M. Worship 

242 

P.M. Worship 

139  

Tuesday Night Ladies  

Bible Class  

8/10-9 

Wednesday A.M. Ladies 

Bible Class 

8/11-13 

Midweek Classes 

8/11–197  

Budget  $9,080.25 

Contribution       $8,962.59 

Average               $9,685.49 

 

IN TODAY’S SERVICES 

 

A.M. 
Song Leader 

Sean Ashberry 

First Prayer 

Joe Ellis 

Scripture Reading 

Ralph Stewart 

Psalm 1:1-6 

Communion Leader 

Frank Stinebaugh 

Closing Prayer 

Adam Prestridge 

Nursery 

Jewell Harper 

Debbie Mosley 

Greeters 

Steve Foster 

Tim House 

 

P.M. 
Song Leader 

Chad Necessary 

First Prayer 

Mike Penrod 

Closing Prayer 

Matt Miller 

Nursery 

Debbie Robinson 

Family News 

In Our Thoughts 

 

Jonathan Barfield continues his battle with leukemia and the side effects from his chemo. 

Bea Edwards-recovering at home from a recent fall. 

Walter Parker (son of Allen and Tommie Parker) is receiving chemo treatments for lung 

cancer.  If you would like to send Walter a note of encouragement, check the encourage-

ment table in the hallway for his mailing address. 

Alexandria Beebe-2-1/2 month old daughter of the Nevin‘s niece is in Children‘s Hospi-

tal for the removal of a mass from her chest area. 

Kim Addie-(daughter of one of Mark Phillips‘ tenants) has been diagnosed with multiple 

myelomas.  They have requested our prayers in her behalf.  Kim lives in California. 

Amanda Hughes has requested prayers for her supervisor‘s daughter, Amanda.  She suf-

fered a heart attack last weekend.  She has 2 small children. 

Steve Foster has requested prayers for Charlotte (friend of Steve‘s mother).  Charlotte 

had surgery last Tuesday to remove a mass in her chest. 

 

ATTENTION LADIES: 

Tuesday Night Bible Class —7:00 P.M., in OFR—The ABC’s of a Godly Heart.  

Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible Class will resume their regular weekly classes on  

September 8th, with a potluck lunch to follow.  On August 25th, we will meet at 10:00 A.M.  

for a planning session in regard to our sewing project.  Bring a sack lunch. 

 

HELP NEEDED:   

Volunteers are needed for the Wednesday night meal for the 1st week of the month beginning in 

September! 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT ADULT CLASS RESUMES: 

On September 1, the adult class taught by Chester Ingram in MPB2 will resume for the fall quar-

ter.  We will continue our study from the Gospel Advocate Foundation series—The Kingdom of 

Israel.  If you plan to attend this class, please sign-up on the sheet available on the table at the 

back of the auditorium or online.   

 

FIFTH SUNDAY PICNIC- will be held at Burns Park on Sunday evening, 

August 29th.  The worship service will begin at 4:30, then the meal and play 

time.  Please bring your favorite sandwiches, finger foods and drinks.  Invite 

your family and friends to come and join in the fun and fellowship.  Maps will 
be available next week. 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO: 

Jonathan & Allyson Penrod   

on their recent marriage!!  

 

 

HEARING DEVICES:  Additional hearing assistance devices are now available, if you need 

one, pick it up a the sound booth. 

 

CHANGE FOR CHILDREN:   

On September 19th, Micah Brinkley from Children‘s Homes in Paragould will pick up the 

―Change for Children‖ cans after our morning worship service.  Please turn in your cans on or 

before September 19th to the church office, one of the elders, Joe Gibbins or Joe Ellis. 

 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BROWN BAG SUPPER: 

We meet every Wednesday night before services from 5:30-6:30 P.M.  Come join in the fun and 

fellowship as we share a meal together. 

 

AUGUST FOOD PANTRY 

Canned Mixed Vegetables 

Tea Bags 

Sugar 
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NOTES OF APPRECIATION from... 

Bunnies and Boulders                                                                  Sean Ashberry, Involvement & Outreach 

   Check out my blog: 

seanashberry.wordpress.com 
   

Follow me on Twitter: 

@seanashberry 
 

Connect on Facebook: 

sean.ashberry 

     Easter.  Right now the 

religious world is focused on 

Passover, resurrection, palm 

leaves, and…bunnies?  Seems a 

little out of place.  But maybe 

they are not so disconnected. 

     Kids have been and will be 

hunting for those elusive eggs, 

painstakingly perched, 

propped, and posed in the 

most peculiar places.  I re-

member not so long ago when 

I was carrying my little wicker 

basket full of green Easter 

basket grass from bush to tree, 

to flower pot, not allowing any 

dark corner to go without 

careful examination.  No egg 

left behind! 

     I remember how the ex-
citement grew as each colorful 

orb was uncovered and placed 

oh so carefully in my basket.  

See, I grew up in the transition 

period between real and plas-

tic eggs so we became very 

good at ―no egg left behind‖.  

If you leave a real egg behind, 

well, it‘s bad.  Anyway, back to 

the connection. 

     The excitement in finding 

Easter eggs comes not from 

the egg itself but what the egg 

represents.  The egg stands as 

a marker for what is inside - 

it‘s all about the candy!  The 

egg is held in esteem only until 

the sweet nectar of goodness 

within it is unwrapped and 

savored.  Chocolaty, chewy, 

messy goodness!  That shell is 

discarded as quickly as it is 
snatched up from its stealthy 

perch. 

     Today the world is re-

minded of the resurrection of 

Christ.  I celebrate that today, 

just as I did yesterday and will 

tomorrow.  You see, because 

of the resurrection of Christ 

we have assurance every day 

that Jesus‘ death paid for our 

sins, both past and future. 

     That  tomb stood as a 

marker for three days of what 

lay inside.  The tomb was held 

in esteem only until the salva-

tion of the world was un-

wrapped and released and now 

we savor His goodness.  Jesus‘ 

resurrection means that He 

can give eternal life to all who 

believe in Him. 

     So today I will enjoy the 
excitement of watching my 

children hunt for Easter eggs.  

And somewhere between the 

finding and the eating I will 

share with them an analogy 

about the God that made 

them, the Son that came to 

them, and the tomb that is 

empty for them.    

     Then we shall eat a lot of 

candy! 
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          Oran Burt, Pulpit Minister

                 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

    

           I received a tweet the other 

day that made me say, ―hmm.‖ 

  

What’s keeping most Christians in 

America from following hard after 

Jesus?  Simple...we’re stuffocated. 

  

     Now I don‘t know if he just 

coined a word but he certainly 

didn‘t coin the condition.  And 

I have to agree with him.  One 

of the definitions that Webster 

gives for ‗suffocation‘ is ―to 

impede or stop the development 

of.‖  We have so many oppor-

tunities to fill our lives with 

objects and activities that drain 

our energy and focus from that 

which is most important.  Stuf-

focation can easily share that 
definition.  

     Stuffocation is a life-

threatening condition.  It 

threatens the life of our fami-

lies, it threatens our health, and 

it threatens our future.  Most 

importantly, though,  it im-

pedes the development of our 

relationship with God.   

     Stuffocation is not just 

caused by accumulating a bunch 

of stuff but also by filling our 

lives with so many activities and 

responsibilities that we choke 

to death just trying to get 

through the day.  Tom Ford 

said,  

 

―From the time we’re born until 

we die, we’re kept busy with artifi-

cial stuff that isn’t important.” 

 

     Although I don‘t think that 

you can throw a blanket state-
ment over everyone‘s life, I do 

think that we all need to exam-

ine whether or not we are 

letting ―stuff‖ control our lives.  

After all, Jesus made it clear 

that there can be only one 

master over our lives. 

 

“No one can serve two masters, 

for either he will hate the one and 

love the other, or he will be de-

voted to one and despise the 

other.”  Matthew 6:24 

 

     It is not wrong to enjoy the 

amenities and activities of this 

life as long as they are whole-

some and do not violate the 

teaching of God.  Where we 

ere is when we become more 

devoted to what the world has 

to offer us than to what we 

have to offer God.   

     When our relationship with 
God, Jesus, and the body of 

Christ takes second place to 

anything else we are violating 

the will of God.  That is dan-

gerous ground on which we 

may find ourselves spiritually 

marooned.   

     Establishing godly priorities 

and maintaining balance are 

arguably two of the greatest 

challenges to our Christian 

walk.  This is not new to our 

generation and the answers to 

the challenge are etched in 

antiquity: 

 

“Blessed is the man who walks 

not in the counsel of the wicked, 

nor stands in the way of sinners, 

nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but 

his delight is in the law of the 

Lord, and on his law he medi-

tates day and night.  He is like 

a tree planted by streams of 
water that yields its fruit in its 

season, and its leaf does not 

wither.  In all that he does, he 

prospers.”  Psalm 1:1-3 

Stuffocation                                Sean Ashberry, Involvement & Outreach 

 The Mosque Near Goobertown, Arkansas 

         How odd the sound of 

that phrase—Mosque and Goo-

bertown and Arkansas—-all in 

the same sentence. 

      Just a few miles down the 

road from Goobertown, in 

Jonesboro, stands a small 

Mosque. It is deserted looking, 

unkempt, with a ten-foot high 

chain link fence surrounding it. 

       In Arkansas, there are five 

cities with Islamic Mosques: 

Fayetteville (1); Ft. Smith, (1); 

Jonesboro, (1); Little Rock, (2); 

Pine Bluff, (1).   Just an observa-

tion, really. 

    But this oddity is indicative 

of some other subtle changes 

in our world.  I heard Dr. Pren-

tice Meador‘s presentation 
given at the Center For Chris-

tian Education in Dallas not 

long after 9/11 had shocked 

our nation. In his ―Signs of the 

Times‖ message, he referred to 

Dr. Ray Bakky‘s book, ―A Theol-

ogy As Big As The City.”  Bakky 

cites some interesting trends in 

population shifts and the hu-

man landscape. I have shared 

these findings before, and they 

are  helpful in grasping some of 

what‘s going on in our world 

today in the blending of socie-

ties and cultures. 

      There are 410 cities in the 

world that have over a million 

population.  Twenty three cit-

ies have over 10 million.  The 

British Empire under Queen 

Victoria once ruled over 52 

nations. Now, all 52 are repre-

sented in Britain alone. 

    The United States has more 

Irish people than Ireland.  The 

U.S. is the largest Scandinavian 

nation in the world.  More Jews 

live in New York City than in 

Israel.  There are 50,000 Serbs 

in Southwest Pennsylvania.  

    Chicago is the largest Polish 

city in the world.  The four 
largest ARAB cities in the 

world (in order) are (1) New 

York, (2) Detroit, (3) Los An-

geles, (4) Dearborn, Michigan. 

    The Second largest African 

nation is the United States.  

The third largest Spanish nation 

is the United States.  According 

to the NY Times, there are 123 

nationalities in one zip code in 

Flushing-Queens NY.  

   Outside the United States: 

Berlin has 100,000 Turks; Paris 

is 14% Algerian;  31% of the 

people in Marseilles are Afri-

cans; 20% of the people in Am-

sterdam are Muslims. 

   One million Japanese live in 

Sao Paulo, Brazil.  80 million 

Chinese live outside China. 

   80 nations had representa-

tives who went down in the 

Twin Towers on 9/11. 

   What challenge does all this 

present to us? With the world 

becoming an archipelago of 

City-states, does that really 

affect my local community life? 

We may not live in Amster-

dam, but in the mixing of cul-

tures and values locally we still 

must struggle with the timeless 
truth of scripture. God‘s mes-

sage to the world stands as the 

only foundation solid enough 

upon which to build a life, a 

family, or a nation.         

    More facts weigh in on this: 

(1) The church is not growing 

(as a brotherhood)—people 

find the back door.  (2) We 

must be able to communicate 

with people in their own lan-

guage (we have no help today 

from tongues of fire ―in their 

own language‖ Acts 2:6).  (3) 

Our only viable option is to 

become proactive, and not 

reactive.  

   We are in a battle for the 

mind (Eph. 4:17ff).  Yet could 

we grow out of touch with the 

truth?  Ted Koppel, in a speech 

to the International Radio and 

Television Society, said ―What 

is largely missing in American life 

today is a sense of context.  Of 

saying or doing anything that is 

intended or even expected to live 

beyond the moment. There is no 

culture in the world that is so 

obsessed as we are with immedi-

acy.  In our journalism the trivial 

displaces the momentous because 
we tend to measure the impor-

tance of events by how recently 

they happened. We have become 

so obsessed with facts that we 

have lost touch with truth.”   

    But as the church, we must 

not become so enamored with 

niche-marketing, consumer-

driven methods; so pushed by 

the immediate and the urgent, 

that we lose sight of the impor-

tant and the true mission. 



  

                                      Summer Series 2010 

                  Imitating Christ: Until Christ is Formed in You 

 

    Ted Knight was born in Bay, Arkansas, where he attended school until 

time for college. He attended Harding College in Searcy.   

    He grew up with and married Barbara Earls Baldridge in 1958. They began 

their full time work as preacher & wife in 1959 at Michigan City, Indiana. 

During the years of their work with local congregations, they served in Indi-

ana, Missouri, Oklahoma and Arkansas. These included seven years as the 

preacher for the Levy congregation in NLR, and twelve years as the preacher 

for the church at Greenbriar, Arkansas. 

    In 1991, the Levy congregation accepted the oversight of Ted‘s work as a 

full time evangelist. The Knights average working with 37 congregations a 

year, as well as working with the church in Pitesti and Craiova, Romania (and in Cluj and Moreni, Romania).  

   The Knights currently reside in Conway, Arkansas where they have lived for 33 years.  They plan to con-

tinue their work as long as the Lord allows them the strength to do it. 

                               Ted will be speaking Wednesday, August 18th here at Somers. His topic will be: 

                                     Imitating the Love of Christ 

Somers Avenue—A place to call HOME 

We’re On the Web: 

www.somersavenue.org 

 More Things You Can Do On 

Our WEBSITE: 

See pictures of recent events 

Check service assignments 

Print picture directory  

Read minister‘s blogs 

& much more:  

www.somersavenue.org 

Upcoming Teen Events 

Regular Weekly Activities 

Teen Room Open     

Monday and Wednesdays 

2:00—5:00pm 

Monday 6:00 Disc Golf 

Friday Family Game Night 

in the MPB 7:00 

 

This Month 

Today—Devo hosted  

 by the Hunter family 

August 22—Devo hosted  

 by the Ellis family 

August 29—Devo hosted  

 by Necessary family 

     

Looking Forward 

September 4-6—Area 

Wide Retreat 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make his face to shine 

upon you and be gracious to you; 

the Lord lift his countenance upon 

you and give you peace. 

OUR ELDERS 
Jim Akins 

Tim Ashberry 

Mike Hughes 

Mike Penrod 

Danny Rye 
 

 

 ELDERS OF THE  MONTH 

Jim Akins 

Danny Rye 

Available 
Sunday, September 12 

6:00-6:30 P.M. 

Wednesday, August 25 

7:15-8:00 P.M. 

 

The Wheels on the Bus       Alex Wells, Youth and Childrenõs Ministries 

to become more intentional 

about living out God‘s will in our 

lives.  Sometimes we discuss 

theology.  Other times we dis-

cuss application.  We share our 

anxieties as well as our victories. 

   Spending so many hours in 

such close quarters with one 

another – eating together, sleep-

ing and waking together, playing 
together, praying together, talk-

ing together, and laughing to-

gether creates a brotherhood 

out of the individuals who 

stepped onto the bus at the 

outset of the trip. 

   It reminds me of another 

group of individuals who spent a 

great deal of time very much 

intertwined in each others‘ lives.  

―Jesus called them one by one‖ 

the song begins.  Some of them 

knew each other before their 

calling, but in the months that 

followed all of their lives would 

be drastically altered. 

   In fact, only a few short years 

      The wheels on the bus did 

go round and round and round.  

They rolled over two thousand 

miles of concrete and asphalt 

over our seven day trip to the 

Sunshine State.  Interesting 

things happen on a bus filled with 

students and chaperones.  There 

is a camaraderie that emerges. 

   As you load the bus and set 
out for the great adventure, the 

students sit by their friends and 

share exciting stories or an ear 

bud from their ipod. 

   But after the first 10 hours of 

driving, things begin to shift.  

Students who have never really 

spent much time or attention on 

one another end up sharing a 

seat and a conversation as well.  

The whole bus joins in silly 

games, nap time, and pleas for an 

additional pit stop along the way. 

   There are times of deep con-

versation: how to help a trou-

bled friend, how to understand 

God‘s will for our lives, and how 

later many of them would be 

laying down their own lives in 

their dedication to the one who 

laid down his life only to take it 

up again.  Because they knew 

that in laying down their lives 

they were being caught up into 

something much, much greater. 

   Jesus‘ apostles traveled to-

gether, walking the length and 
width of Israel wherever Jesus 

would lead them.  They ate to-

gether.  The last Passover Jesus 

participated in dramatically 

shows their time together.  The 

apostles heard Jesus teach and 

often came to him with ques-

tions, or asking for clarification.  

They witnessed his miracles.  

They slept and woke together.  

They laughed and cried together.  

And in the end their lives were 

changed – empowered by the 

spirit to continue Jesus‘ ministry 

of reconciliation as he ascended 

to be seated at the right hand of 

the Father. 

           Ted Knight 


