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Coming Soon 
 
•     Higden VBS                     
       July 26-30 
 
•     Mayflower VBS                    
       July 26-28 
                             
•     “Build Your House  
      On the Rock”          
      Sunday, August 22        
      Somers Avenue 
      B. J. & Tish Clarke   
 
•     Annual Homecoming             
      Minister‟s Appreciation                       
      Airport Church of Christ 
      September 25-26, 2010 
 
 
 
 
       
 
 
 
•     Change for Children Cans        
       due back by September 19    
 

For Our Guests: 
 

Attended Nursery at back 
of the Auditorium—infants  

 
Attended Training Room 
at back of the auditorium  
East side)    
[for 1-3 Yr. olds] 

 
Wireless Hearing receivers 
are available in sound booth at 
back of the auditorium. 

 

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Somers Ave Church of Christ 
4801 Somers Avenue 

North Little Rock AR 72118 
 

 Phone: 501-758-5256 
Fax: 501-758-1047 

 
 Office@somersavenue.org  

 
Schedule of Services: 
 

Bible Classes:      9:00  A.M. 
Worship:            9:45  A.M. 
Evening Service:  5:00  P.M. 
Midweek:            7:00  P.M. 

     (as reported by bro. John Kachelman, Judsonia church of Christ) 
 

     Many of you entrusted us with the Lord‟s money to assist in this relief effort and we have been 
diligent in trying to avoid the demands of Haitian officials to waste these funds by spending as they 
prescribed.  Be assured the overlords of the poor rice farmers do not like the fact that we have suc-
cessfully shipped in almost one-million tons of rice and beans at a minimal cost and they received 
nothing.  In the shipping of the food commodities we have multiplied the Lord‟s money by up to a 10 
to 1 ratio and our Gonaives brethren have taken this food to locations where no food has ever been 
delivered! We have also wanted to be totally transparent in giving you reports on the ups and downs 
of this project so we have striven to send regular updates. 
  
     Our Haitian brethren, in Gonaives, are to be highly commended for their work in receiving the 
containers, distributing the commodities, and sending reports and pictures that are critical to our 
standing with the USA government that has provided logistics and confrontation with Haitian Cus-
toms ensuring us of the successful clearance of so many containers. 
  
     I want to list some comments from area congregations as a point of emphasis showing how our 
efforts have truly been a nationwide project that has brought glory to God and the Lord‟s Church. 
YOU have had a significant role in this success. THANK YOU! 
  
Gros Morne - "Thank you so much for this great help.  We have many refugees, but our own people 
are hungry also.  Our usual number attending is 80, but we have had 15 more visitors, and we were 
able to share these precious buckets with all 95 people." 
  
Trousable church of Christ (Gonaives) - “Only the church of Christ is doing things like this.”  Eighty-two 
people are attending church.  This food is helping evangelize my church.  There have been fifteen 
more people attending since we received the food.” 
  
Bayonaisse (long) - “This food has been a marvelous help.  The season was dry when we expected rain 
to plant our crops.  We did not know any way to feed our people, especially the extra (refugees) 
people.  This is the true way to help.  More people are coming to church.  They are saying that „only 
the church of Christ can do this.‟  The distribution was so popular.  There are people just asking for the 
buckets.” 
  
Poteau - “Thank you so much for your love and food.  We know that it is our brothers who support 
us and sent help.  We know that we have special friends by our sides.  Everyone loved the hygiene 
kits—so helpful.  We gave food to refugees, needy of the church, and to our needy neighbors.” 
  
Liberte street church of Christ Gonaives - “We gave away more than 200 buckets in the name of the 
church of Christ.  We say „thank you‟ to our brothers in Christ.  It was not just the quantity of food, 
but it was the spirit in which it was given.  We in Haiti feel that we were not forgotten.  We not only 
have God but we have our Christian brothers and sisters beside us.” 
  
Bois Marchand feeding center for children - Pacius reports that 50-75 children are receiving rice, beans, 
and Vienna sausage or tuna fish daily.  When asked, several of these children admitted that it was 
their only meal of the day.  Lack of rain during the planting season has made it very difficult on all of 
the people in this area.  Although still undernourished, the feeding center continues to be a great 
blessing. 
 

(We continue to accept any monetary donation for this ongoing effort.  Please remember them in prayer.) 

     Haiti Relief Update               Sean Ashberry 
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NOTES OF APPRECIATION from... 

Bunnies and Boulders                                                                  Sean Ashberry, Involvement & Outreach 

   Check out my blog: 
seanashberry.wordpress.com 

   

Follow me on Twitter: 
@seanashberry 

 

Connect on Facebook: 
sean.ashberry 

     Easter.  Right now the 
religious world is focused on 
Passover, resurrection, palm 
leaves, and…bunnies?  Seems a 
little out of place.  But maybe 
they are not so disconnected. 
     Kids have been and will be 
hunting for those elusive eggs, 
painstakingly perched, 
propped, and posed in the 
most peculiar places.  I re-
member not so long ago when 
I was carrying my little wicker 
basket full of green Easter 
basket grass from bush to tree, 
to flower pot, not allowing any 
dark corner to go without 
careful examination.  No egg 
left behind! 
     I remember how the ex-
citement grew as each colorful 
orb was uncovered and placed 

oh so carefully in my basket.  
See, I grew up in the transition 
period between real and plas-
tic eggs so we became very 
good at “no egg left behind”.  
If you leave a real egg behind, 
well, it‟s bad.  Anyway, back to 
the connection. 
     The excitement in finding 
Easter eggs comes not from 
the egg itself but what the egg 
represents.  The egg stands as 
a marker for what is inside - 
it‟s all about the candy!  The 
egg is held in esteem only until 
the sweet nectar of goodness 
within it is unwrapped and 
savored.  Chocolaty, chewy, 
messy goodness!  That shell is 
discarded as quickly as it is 
snatched up from its stealthy 
perch. 

     Today the world is re-
minded of the resurrection of 
Christ.  I celebrate that today, 
just as I did yesterday and will 
tomorrow.  You see, because 
of the resurrection of Christ 
we have assurance every day 
that Jesus‟ death paid for our 
sins, both past and future. 
     That  tomb stood as a 
marker for three days of what 
lay inside.  The tomb was held 
in esteem only until the salva-
tion of the world was un-
wrapped and released and now 
we savor His goodness.  Jesus‟ 
resurrection means that He 
can give eternal life to all who 
believe in Him. 
     So today I will enjoy the 
excitement of watching my 
children hunt for Easter eggs.  

And somewhere between the 
finding and the eating I will 
share with them an analogy 
about the God that made 
them, the Son that came to 
them, and the tomb that is 
empty for them.    
     Then we shall eat a lot of 
candy! 
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The Same Old Hammer?                                                                                      Oran Burt, Pulpit Minister

   An old timer was showing 
the tools in his shed to a great-
grandson. Among the items he 
cherished was a beat-up old 
hammer. Holding it as his pride 
and joy, he detailed its history 
and said he hoped it would be 
well cared for and appreciated 
in future generations. He said, 
“Now this hammer has had 
two new heads and three new 
handles….but it‟s the same old 
hammer!”  
    Now that‟s a lot of heavy 
philosophy in such a simple 
statement, isn‟t it?  Obviously it 
could not be the same hammer. 
In fact, when did it cease to be 
that hammer? When the first 
head was replaced, or when 
the second handle was added? 
    I know I can‟t predict the 
weather or the future, but as I 
watch, listen and read, I can 
know that the human landscape 
is going to change. So, where is 
the challenge in predicting the 
obvious? (It has always been 
changing and is changing right 
now).   Well, the church is not 
immune to such change. The 
challenge lies, in part, to being 

able to recognize just what 
these inevitable changes will 
mean—what effect will they 
have? 
    In our recent congregational 
assessment, we found that 43% 
of the people in our congrega-
tion have been here 10 years 
or longer, and 36% have been 
here less than five years.  
     That in itself is neither good 
nor bad, but it is different, and 
represents a change. And could 
it mean that in merely another 
five years we could have an 
additional 36% who are new to 
the congregation?  And just for 
the sake of conversation here, 
what if these folks were all 100 
years old when they came here 
in the next five years? What 
would that say about our fu-
ture plans?                                    
     On the other hand, what if 
the newcomers were all in 
their twenty‟s? What would 
that suggest about our future? 
    Can we  expect the people 
who populate the pews in the 
coming years to be  identical to 
the current membership in age, 
experiences, world-view, faith, 

beliefs, practices, and  personal 
preferences? Is that even what 
we really should want?  Is it 
what the Lord wants? 
    We know that God‟s design 
for the church invites all peo-
ple, across the spectrum of 
human society, in every genera-
tion.   
    One of our elders said of 
these percentages:  
                  
     “This means almost half of 
our members know a lot about 
the congregation here, but a third 
do not.  We will need to be dili-
gent to not assume every member 
knows what we believe, what we 
stand for or against, how we want 
the church at Somers Avenue to 
reflect God to the community, etc.  
We will need to continue to teach 
on those things we have taught in 
the past and not assume that 
because we taught it before, that 
everyone has heard it.  This will 
be even more important as we 
continue to work at bringing new 
members into the congregation.” 
 
    I see a great opportunity and 
challenge in the changing hu-

man landscape! And I see from 
the scriptures that there is an 
ongoing need to feed the chil-
dren of this generation on the 
same living Word that brought 
us to this place in our congre-
gation‟s life.  
     There is a divinely imposed 
burden on us to not only teach 
and tell what, but also to ex-
plain why.  Where there‟s a 
“why” there will always be a 
“how.”  
     Will we take a “wait and 
see” attitude toward the fu-
ture? Or will we expect these 
changes and act according to 
the scriptures to meet the 
challenge? 
      Shouldn‟t we always  take 
seriously the idea of answering 
“what do these stones mean?”  
                         (Joshua 4:6) 
   If we go to the pure source 
for our answers, we will have 
the same old hammer!  God‟s 
word shatters a heart hardened 
by sin.             
    Jeremiah says it this way:  
    “Is not My word like fire”, 
declares the Lord, “and like a 
hammer that shatters a rock?” 

     As a parent with small chil-
dren I appreciate the projector.  
The ability to free hands and 
arms to contain and restrain 
while still being able to see 
songs and scriptures is very 
nice.  I prefer to hold my Bible 
and run my fingers across the 
paper but I also don‟t want my 
copy of Hebrews accidently 
removed by tiny little grabbers. 
     Last week during the ser-
mon, something stood out to 
me on the screen as Oran was 
reading Ephesians 3:20.  In my 
mind these words were magni-
fied: 
 
Now to him who is able to do far 
more abundantly than all that we 

ask or think, according to 
the power at work within 
us… 

     Paul states the correlation 
between what God is able to 
do through us and how much 
we let His Spirit work within 
us.  God is able to do more 
than we can even think to ask!  
So when our faith is weak or 
our hope is dim or our king-
dom impact is fainting there 
must be a disruption in the 
power supply.  How many of us 
have just stopped asking?  
     If the Spirit of God is what 
strengthens and empowers us 
to do God‟s will and we are 
experiencing a loss of power, 
then we need to do some diag-
nostic testing.  If God is able to 
do so much more through us 
than we ask of Him it seems 
our power loss is not a supply 
issue.  It‟s a demand issue.  The 
question becomes, “How much 
are we asking for?” 

     You know the phrase, “Be 
careful what you wish for because 
you just might get it.”  Well isn‟t 
that what God promises us? 
 
Ask, and it will be given to you; 
seek, and you will find; knock, and 
it will be opened to you.  For 
everyone who asks receives, and 
the one who seeks finds, and to 
the one who knocks it will be 
opened. (Matt. 7:7-8) 
 
  Now I don‟t think God really 
cares whether or not I have an 
iPhone (which I don‟t have!).  
But I do think he cares about 
the life I am trying to live and 
the kingdom impact I am trying 
to make.  He cares about me as 
a child and He cares about my 
family (the church).  God is 
ready and waiting to provide us 
(church) with all of the oppor-

tunities and abilities to be living 
stones who can proclaim His 
excellencies.  But are we, in 
our heart of hearts, willing to 
ask for them?  Can we sacrifice, 
do what it takes, change what 
we need to change, or admit 
that we‟ve not done our best? 
     These can be hard ques-
tions at any age especially if we 
think we already know the 
answers.  God says he can do 
more through us than we can 
even imagine.  But is that any 
reason to stop imagining?  Or 
worse yet, stop asking?  

Imagine                   Sean Ashberry, Involvement & Outreach 

Check out my blog: 
seanashberry.wordpress.com   

 
Follow me on Twitter: 

@seanashberry 
 

Are we friends on Facebook? 
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CHURCH OF CHRIST 
 

Somers Ave Church of Christ 
4801 Somers Avenue 

North Little Rock AR 72118 
 

 Phone: 501-758-5256 
Fax: 501-758-1047 

 
 Office@somersavenue.org  

 
Schedule of Services: 
Bible Classes:      9:00  A.M. 
Worship:            9:45  A.M. 
Evening Service:  5:00  P.M. 
Midweek:            7:00  P.M. 

Living In God’s Family—the church—Part 4 
            Ephesians 4— I must Walk In Unity 
Introduction 
 1. The church is designed by God to be a spiritual household; a kingdom; a  
      place for God’s wisdom to be seen; a family living in harmony and causing 
      God to receive glory and praise.      
          
 2. Ephesians, Chapter One: I Must Make Jesus Lord of My Life. 
              Chapter Two: I Must Appropriate The Grace of God 
     Chapter Three: I Must Make Known His Will  (3:10,11) 
     
 3.  Chapter 4 (and part of chapter 5) shows us that to live in the family of God, we must  
               walk the walk. 
 
I. Walk in __________  (4: 1-3) 
  
 A. God did His part and made unity possible. 
 B. Basis for unity: ONE—-(4:4-6) 
 C. Means through which unity comes (4:7-12) Gifts 
 D. Our diligence is given to preserve this unity (4:3) 
 
II. Walk in ___________ (4:13-16) 
 
 A. No longer children, tossed by waves. 
 B.  Speaking the truth in love, grow up (vs 15) 
 C. The proper working of each part CAUSES the growth of the body! (4:16) 
 
III. Walk With Renewed _____________(4:17-32) 
 
 A. Walk no longer at the Gentiles walk: Vanity & futility, darkened in understanding 
      Excluded from the life of God, ignorance due to hardness of heart, calloused,  
       given over to sensuality… 
 B. You did not learn Christ this way. 
 C. Lay aside the old self, put on the new. 
IV. Walk in _____________ (5:1,2;  Romans 13:10) 
 
V. Walk as Children of __________ (5:3-8) 
 A. Do not let immorality or any impurity or greed even be named among you. 
 B.  In Him is no darkness at all. (I John 1:5) 
 
VI. Walk __________ (5:15-17)  [compare James 1:5] 
 
Conclusion: 
 1. May we walk worth of the calling with which we are called (4:1) 
 2. Isaiah 40:31 Those who wait upon the Lord...shall walk and not faint.  

   I, therefore, the 
prisoner of the Lord, 
beseech you to walk 
worthy of the calling 
with which you were 
called, 2 with all lowli-
ness and gentleness, 
with longsuffering, 
bearing with one an-
other in love, 3 en-
deavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. 4 
There is one body and 
one Spirit, just as you 
were called in one 
hope of your calling; 5 
one Lord, one faith, 
one baptism; 6 one 
God and Father of all, 
who is above all, and 
through all, and in you
[a] all.1  
 
     Ephesians 4:1-6 
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7 But to each one of us 
grace was given according 
to the measure of Christ’s 
gift. 8 Therefore He says:  
 
   “ When He ascended on 
high, 
      He led captivity captive, 
      And gave gifts to men.”[a] 

 9 (Now this, “He as-
cended”—what does it 
mean but that He also first
[b] descended into the 
lower parts of the earth? 10 
He who descended is also 
the One who ascended far 
above all the heavens, that 
He might fill all things.) 
11 And He Himself gave 
some to be apostles, some 
prophets, some evangelists, 
and some pastors and 
teachers, 12 for the equip-
ping of the saints for the 
work of ministry, for the 
edifying of the body of 
Christ, 13 till we all come to 
the unity of the faith and of 
the knowledge of the Son 
of God, to a perfect man, 
to the measure of the stat-
ure of the fullness of 
Christ; 14 that we should no 
longer be children, tossed 
to and fro and carried 
about with every wind of 
doctrine, by the trickery of 
men, in the cunning crafti-
ness of deceitful plotting, 15 
but, speaking the truth in 
love, may grow up in all 
things into Him who is the 
head—Christ— 16 from 
whom the whole body, 
joined and knit together by 
what every joint supplies, 
according to the effective 
working by which every 
part does its share, causes 
growth of the body for the 
edifying of itself in love. 
             Ephesians 5:7-16 

Puzzle Clues 

Across 
 

1. Speak this with your neighbor (Eph. 4:25) 
4. Love is the fulfillment of this (Romans 13:10) 
5. The church is said to be Christ's ______ (Eph. 1:23) 
8. Former elder who retired from Western Union 
10. How God gave the mystery to Paul (Eph. 3:2,3) 
11. Wife of B.J. Clarke who will speak to the ladies class 
12. Christ Himself is this part of the household of God (Eph. 2:19,20) 
14. Do not let the sun go down on this (Eph. 4:26) 
16. Member who turned 96 years old on his birthday July 4th 2010 
17. Former elder who retired from the U S Postal Service 
19. We preserve the unit of the spirit in the bond of this 
22. country where Charles Voyles will return to teach for a month this 

Fall. 
24. Number of weeks until our booth work at the State Fair 
25. Will there be evening services at 5 pm on Sunday August 22nd? 
26. be imitators of God as beloved ___________(Eph. 5:1) 
27. the riches of Christ are said to be this (Eph. 3:8) 
 

Down 
 

2. seal or guarantee of the promise of our inheritance (Eph. 1:13) 
3. Former elder who retired from the food produce business 
6. Former elder who is an executive in the grocery business 
7. Greater than faith or hope 
9. God's household's foundation made of this (Eph. 2:20) 
12. Former elder who served as a deacon first, and who retired from the 

VA 
13. Only elder omitted from last week's puzzle 
14. If anyone lacks this, let him ask God (James 1:5) 
15. Location of the School of Preaching where B.J. Clarke serves as 

Director of Admissions 
18. Good words for edification imparts this to the hearers (Eph. 4:29) 
20. Mount up with wings like these 
21. we have this through the blood of Christ (Eph. 1:7) 
22. Where I put my Change for Children money 
23. Deceased local physician after which a NLR park is named 
 



Page 3 Volume 42, Issue 14, — April 4, 2010 

NOTES OF APPRECIATION from... 

Bunnies and Boulders                                                                  Sean Ashberry, Involvement & Outreach 

   Check out my blog: 
seanashberry.wordpress.com 

   

Follow me on Twitter: 
@seanashberry 

 

Connect on Facebook: 
sean.ashberry 

     Easter.  Right now the 
religious world is focused on 
Passover, resurrection, palm 
leaves, and…bunnies?  Seems a 
little out of place.  But maybe 
they are not so disconnected. 
     Kids have been and will be 
hunting for those elusive eggs, 
painstakingly perched, 
propped, and posed in the 
most peculiar places.  I re-
member not so long ago when 
I was carrying my little wicker 
basket full of green Easter 
basket grass from bush to tree, 
to flower pot, not allowing any 
dark corner to go without 
careful examination.  No egg 
left behind! 
     I remember how the ex-
citement grew as each colorful 
orb was uncovered and placed 

oh so carefully in my basket.  
See, I grew up in the transition 
period between real and plas-
tic eggs so we became very 
good at “no egg left behind”.  
If you leave a real egg behind, 
well, it’s bad.  Anyway, back to 
the connection. 
     The excitement in finding 
Easter eggs comes not from 
the egg itself but what the egg 
represents.  The egg stands as 
a marker for what is inside - 
it’s all about the candy!  The 
egg is held in esteem only until 
the sweet nectar of goodness 
within it is unwrapped and 
savored.  Chocolaty, chewy, 
messy goodness!  That shell is 
discarded as quickly as it is 
snatched up from its stealthy 
perch. 

     Today the world is re-
minded of the resurrection of 
Christ.  I celebrate that today, 
just as I did yesterday and will 
tomorrow.  You see, because 
of the resurrection of Christ 
we have assurance every day 
that Jesus’ death paid for our 
sins, both past and future. 
     That  tomb stood as a 
marker for three days of what 
lay inside.  The tomb was held 
in esteem only until the salva-
tion of the world was un-
wrapped and released and now 
we savor His goodness.  Jesus’ 
resurrection means that He 
can give eternal life to all who 
believe in Him. 
     So today I will enjoy the 
excitement of watching my 
children hunt for Easter eggs.  

And somewhere between the 
finding and the eating I will 
share with them an analogy 
about the God that made 
them, the Son that came to 
them, and the tomb that is 
empty for them.    
     Then we shall eat a lot of 
candy! 
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I Must Walk In Unity With My Brethren   —Ephesians 4 

1 2 3

4

5 6

7 8

9

10

11

12 13 14

15

16

17 18

19 20

21 22 23

24 25

26

27

EclipseCrossword.com



 Ephesians 4:17-24 

            
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
  

 Across 
2. Deacon who sells specialty electrical supplies 
4. NT Book that presents the church of the Christ 
7. Deacon who is moving to Dallas 
9. Elder who is a consultant to businesses 
12. Evangelist for Build your Home on the Rock Seminar 
15. Christians overcame accuser by this too (Rev. 12:11) 
16. Minister with only one blog entry 
17. Deacon from Tennessee has three daughters 
19. Minister who scuba dives 
21. Nickname for Randal Matheny's study 
22. Deacon with banking background & specializing in leadership training 
23. Elder who is Clinical Systems Analyst for Children's hosptial 
25. Deacon with Engineering Phd & works in aerospace technology 
26. Deacon who just returned from Afghanistan 
27. Elder who is a Lab Supervisor at Baptist Med Center 
28. God's house will be called this (Isa.56:7 
 
 Down 
1. Where evening services will be held on Aug 29 
3. Deacon who is an accountant 
5. Deacon who works at UALR 
6. This is made known through the church 
8. Christians overcame the accuser with this (Rev. 12:11) 
10. Christ dwells in our hearts through this (Eph.3:17) 
11. Heavens declare this 
12. NT Book which presents the Christ of the church 
13. Pavillion on the hill 
14. Deacon who is a bank examiner & auditor for FDIC 
18. 22nd of this month is our one-day seminar 
20. Minister who goes sailing and hot-air ballooning 
24. Transcendent power belongs to 
26. Deacon whose secular work specializes in tires and automotive 
27. Elder who is an attorney 

Somers Avenue—A place to call HOME 

17 This I say, therefore, 
and testify in the Lord, 
that you should no 
longer walk as the rest 
of[a] the Gentiles walk, 
in the futility of their 
mind, 18 having their 
understanding 
darkened, being 
alienated from the life 
of God, because of the 
ignorance that is in 
them, because of the 
blindness of their heart; 
19 who, being past 
feeling, have given 
themselves over to 
lewdness, to work all 
uncleanness with 
greediness.  
20 But you have not so 
learned Christ, 21 if 
indeed you have heard 
Him and have been 
taught by Him, as the 
truth is in Jesus: 22 that 
you put off, concerning 
your former conduct, 
the old man which 
grows corrupt 
according to the 
deceitful lusts, 23 and be 
renewed in the spirit of 
your mind, 24 and that 
you put on the new 
man which was created 
according to God, in 
true righteousness and 
holiness. 

 Answers To Last Week’s Puzzle (Eph. 3) 
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