CHURCH OF CHRIST

Somers Ave Church of Christ
4801 Somers Avenue
North Little Rock AR 72118

Phone: 501-758-5256
Fax: 501-758-1047

Office@somersavenue.org

Schedule of Services:

Bible Classes:  9:00 A.M.
Worship: 9:45 AM.
Evening Service: 5:00 P.M.
Midweek: 7:00 P.M.

For Our Guests:

Attended Nursery at back
of the Auditorium—infants

Attended Training Room
at back of the auditorium

East side)

[for -3 Yr. olds]

Wireless Hearing receivers
are available in sound booth at
back of the auditorium.

Coming Soon

* Gospel Meeting
Oak Church of Christ
July 4-8

* Gospel Meeting
July 11-15 at 7:00 P.M.
Geyer Springs
Little Rock, AR

* 6th Annual
River City Run/Walk
July 17,2010

* Gospel Crusade
Ida Waldron Auditorium
Conway, AR
July 18-23, 7:00 P.M.

*  “Build Your House
On the Rock”
Sunday, August 22
Somers Avenue
B. ). & Tish Clarke

*  Change for Children Cans
due back by September |9
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This report is being sent from the historic city of
Vienna, Austria. For the fourth consecutive year, | am
teaching during the month of June at The International University in this city.

(Herman Alexander)

AN UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY

The International University bills itself as “an American-style
school in the heart of Europe.” Since all classes are conducted in English,
all students who attend must be proficient in the English language. The X
major academic emphasis is upon Business, International Business, and Internatlonal Diplomacy, with both B.A.
and M.A. degrees being offered. (The school has a close association with Faulkner University in Montgomery,

AL.) All undergraduate students are required to take four courses in Bible before receiving their degrees.

At the present, | am teaching (Monday through Friday of each week throughout the month of June) a
course identified in the curriculum as “Philosophy of Biblical Literature.” This is merely a high-sounding term for
a very basic introduction to each book of the Bible. As we look at the background and central message of each
book we are building the basis for an understanding of the overall message of the Bible. When all sixty-six
books have been so introduced, we will then seek to identify the way Jesus Christ and his way of salvation are
the key to Scripture (Ac. 3:18, 24; 17:3-4). In order for students to have materials that can be used even beyond
the time spent together in class, | have prepared a 150-page syllabus for the course. This is supplemented by
Mike Armour’s book, Newcomer’s Guide to the Bible, which he has graciously made available for each student
(a gift that we appreciate so very much). While to the most of us, this seems quite basic (and familiar), it is the
first time for some in the class to be exposed to this concept. In the class this year there are 23 students from
13 different countries (Albania, Angola, Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, Hungary, Italy, Kenya, Libya, Nigeria, Serbia,
Slovakia, and the U.S.A.). Several of these are Moslems, and this is their first introduction to the Bible. What a
wonderful opportunity!

Does this teaching have any effect? Yes! It is interesting to see a student here, formerly a Moslem,
who was baptized recently and is worshipping with the congregation that meets at the school. (The identity of

the student and the student’s country is obviously not to be given for the student’s best interest.)

Students can be reached here who could not be reached in their homeland. For example, at the pre-
sent time, none of us would be permitted to enter Libya (a strong Moslem country) to share the message of the
Bible, but in my class | have two students from that country. In a recent conversation with one of them, | found
that this study is a first-time-ever experience for her. She requested that during the class period | call out page
numbers in the Bible (we are all using the same edition of the Bible for study purposes) even before book or

chapter or verse because she has no idea of where to find anything in the Bible.

So, | find the teaching here to be both a great opportunity and a great challenge. We are to use every
opportunity for teaching the Word, trusting in God’s promise, “ .. My word . . . which goes forth from my mouth . .
. will not return to me empty, without accomplishing what | desire, and without succeeding in the matter for which | sent

it” (Is. 55:11).

Herman Alexander serves in the South Pacific in New Zealand, Australia and points beyond. We have
supported him in his travels and in specific provisions on occasions. His sister, Bytha Regauld, worships
with us at Somers. And their mother, Allene, was a member here until her death. His monthly reports
are posted on the bulletin board in the hallway by Oran’s office.
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Our Record
June 27,2010

Sunday Bible Classes
187
A.M. Worship
265
P.M. Worship
103
Tuesday Night Ladies
Bible Class
13
Midweek Classes
No Count

Budget
Contribution
Average

$9,080.25
$8,899.33
$9,698.77

Brown Bag
Wednesday-
MPB at 6:00 PM.
Bring your own
food and drink and
enjoy eating
together before
Bible Class. No
drinks will be
provided.

FOOD
PANTRY
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MONTH OF JULY:

Dried beans
Tuna
Canned fruit

Family News

An“ El ectri c dpansoredbdy theWERFire Department is in progress to assist
those in need in our community. If you would like to help, please bring your fans to the OFR
(east wall). Cash donations may be given to the church office.

Wedding Shower is being planned for Holly and Michael Moody on July | Ith. They are regis-
tered at Bed, Bath & Beyond, Target and JC Penneys.

5 Christina Campbell and Kyle Mosley will wed in a private garden ceremony on
< S/ Tuesday, July 13th. Christina is the granddaughter of Elwood & Shirley Whitfield and
< Kyle is the son of Steve and Debbie Mosley.

e
—

Attention Ladies: Remember the Tuesday night Bible class at 7:00 P.M. The class will be
meeting in the OFR to continue our summer Bible study, The ABC’s of a Godly Heart, based on
the book of Psalms. If you were unable to attend this past week, see Tressa to pick up your
book.

Wednesday morning ladies Bible class will meet on July 4. at 10:00 AM. A documentary
video clip on “How We Got Our English Bible” will be presented. Discussion will follow.
Tommie Parker will lead the study this month.

An old-fashioned ice cream social is being planned for Sunday, July 18 following
our evening services. Please plan to bring ice cream, toppings and cookies! Come
beat this summer heat and join us in a time of fun and fellowship!

Join us for the showing of Journey to Everest, a beautiful one-hour documentary
following the journey of six Americans to reach Everest Base Camp. This is a family

! @ -friendly movie we will show in the MPB on Friday, July 16th at 7:00 P.M. and Satur-

O

day, July 24th at 6:00 P.M. Popcorn and drinks will be provided. Bring blankets or
your favorite folding chair. Please sign up at the back table or on the website.

Mark your calendars! Be sure to make your plans to join in the fun and
fellowship for our 2nd tailgate party scheduled on July 23rd at 6:30 P.M. The

2 parties are for ALL ages, so plan to come and spend some time getting to know
l one another better.

Congratulations to Robin Prince and Jim Callahan who were married at a private family cere-
mony on Sunday, June 27. Robin and Jim will be living in the Jacksonville area.

Ist Sunday of Month: The young men of the congregation will be leading songs, prayers and
readings today at 4:30 P.M.

In Our Thoughts

e Joe Gibbins is recovering at home.
e  Jonathan Barfield has begun a new leukemia trial study.

e Michelle Zwack (Betty Gibson’s granddaughter) has thyroid cancer. She is scheduled for
surgery in 2 weeks.

e Karen Kidd is recovering from a recent fall.

e  Bill Driver is recovering at home following a fracture of his L-1 vertebrae.

e Reagan Workman is suffering with shingles.

[ ]

Debbie Mosley was admitted to Springhill Baptist on Monday for kidney stones. A stent
was inserted for pain management. She was discharged on Wednesday.

Encouragement List

Please check the table in the front hallway on the east side of the building for a list of those of
our number who need encouragement.

Contact Elder for June — Tim Ashberry
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Dependent 0O

OFreely

Independence Day. | have
fond memories of lakeside
cookouts, sweet homemade ice
cream, patriotic melodies, and
Black Cat fireworks. Oh, and
how many 4th of Julys did
Schuster’s Furniture go out of
business?!

There are more Colonial
wigs flying around the T.V. ads
right now than there were on
the streets of Britain during the
1700’s! It’s the 4th of July; our
nation’s birthday; freedom
from the dependence and rule
of an unwanted kingdom. This
nation has long since become
the symbol of freedom and
independence for the entire
world.

And to many people it
seems ironic that when it
comes to a relationship with
God one must surrender his

independence in order to be-
come free. Submission = free-
dom. Really? Well, consider
what Paul told the Christians in
Rome:

“But now that you have been set
free from sin and have become
slaves of God, the fruit you get
leads to sanctification and its end,
eternal life.” Romans 6:22

When we decided to enter
into covenant relationship with
God through Christ the bond-
age we were under to sin was
broken. The “fruit” or the end
result of the life we used to live
is ultimately eternal death for
those who still live out of cove-
nant relationship with God.

“For the wages of sin is death, but
the free gift of God is eterndal life

in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Romans 6:23

Today as a nation we will
remember the sacrifices of
generations of Americans who
helped to gain and who stand
to uphold the freedoms we so
greatly esteem. But let us not
forget that God has long since
abandoned his use for a nation
as His “treasured possession
among all the peoples” (Ex.
19:6). Today, God has chosen
the church as the one “through
whom the manifold wisdom of
God might now be made
known” (Ephesians 3:10).

The life of the church and
the Christian’s promise is inde-
pendent of the life of any na-
tion or entity. Kingdoms, rul-
ers, nations have all come and
gone. But the church is still

here and God is still God.

And here we are today as
Christians; Sunday; the first day
of the week;. We have chosen
to assemble and celebrate our
freedom from the dependence
and rule of an unwanted king-
dom - the kingdom of sin and
death.

For Freedom Christ has set us
free; stand firm therefore, and do
not submit again to a yoke of
slavery. Galatians 5:1

Check out my blog:
seanashberry.wordpress.com

Follow me on Twitter:
@seanashberry

Connect on Facebook:
sean.ashberry

A Spiritual Metamorphosis (by Herman Alexander, guest editorial)

Oran Burt, Pulpit Minister

The butterfly is one of the
most beautiful creatures in
God’s order of creation. How-
ever, this marvelous creature is
not a beautiful butterfly at its
“birth”; it starts out as a cater-
pillar (not the most lovely ob-
ject to our eyes!). Then, in its

morphosis — the change of form
that we see as the butterfly.
The butterfly: what a spectacu-
lar sight!

In a similar manner, God’s
design for us as believers in-
volves a metamorphosis — a
spiritual metamorphosis — a
transformation into a Christ-
like life-style.

The design of the saving
work of Christ is to bring us
into a redeemed relationship
with God and to effect a life
committed to holiness. In this
regard, Peter urged, “As obedi-
ent children, do not be conformed
(suschematizomai) to the former
lusts which were yours in igno-
rance, but like the Holy One who
called you, be holy yourselves in

all your behavior” (I Pet. 1:14-
15).

The term “metamorphosis”
has right in its center the sylla-
ble morphe (of Greek origin),
which means “form,” a word
used relative to the identity of

life-cycle it experiences a meta- Jesus and, in turn, to our rela-

tionship to Jesus. The “Christ
hymn” of Philippians 2:6-11
uses this terminology (morphe,
“form”) two times with regard
to the Christ. The first is asso-
ciated with his eternal deity:
“He existed in the form (morphe)
of God” (v. 6). Then, it is used
to describe his Incarnation:
“taking the form (morphe) of a
bondservant” (v. 7).

Of interest to us as believers
is the way morphe, “form,” is
related to our commitment to
following Jesus. We are urged,
“Do not  be conformed
(suschematizomai, schema be-
ing similar to morphe in mean-
ing) to this world, but be trans-
formed (metamorphoomai) by the
renewing of your mind” (Rom.
12:2).

Rather than being squeezed

into the mould of this world
(Phillips’  translation of this
verse), we are to give ourselves
to a spiritual metamorphosis
(transformation!).

The process of spiritual
metamorphosis
(transformation) is not merely
a one-time affair; it is ongoing
in nature. And because of this,
the process calls for a continu-
ing proper focus: “But we all . . .
beholding as in a mirror the glory
of the Lord,

are being transformed

(metamorphoomai) into
the same image” (2 Cor. 3:18).
(Both “beholding” and “are being
transformed” are continuous in
action, rather than a one-time
action).

Just as there is a change
from caterpillar to butterfly, so
our lives as Christians involve
us in change — a change of out-
look, attitude, actions, and
relationships.

Note how Paul identifies
this (Phil. 2:14-16):

(1) “Do all things without grum-
bling and disputing;”
(2) “ . . prove yourselves to be

blameless and innocent;”

(3) Be “children of God above
reproach in the midst of a
crooked & perverse generation;”
(4) “Holding fast the word of
life.”

This is what spiritual transfor-
mation looks like.

God’s saving purpose in
Christ was and is to bring us
into a spiritual metamorphosis
—into a likeness of Christ. This
begins in our being baptized
into Christ, being united with
Christ (Rom. 6:1-5). It is seen
in our commitment to sanctifi-
cation in our life-style (Rom.
6:19, 22) — the beginning of our
glorification. It will be climaxed
in our ultimate glorification
(the end of our sanctification):
“conformed (summorphos) to
the image of His Son” (Rom.
8:29). And that experience will
truly be glorious! Then Christ
“will transform
(metaschematizo) the body of
our humble state into conformity

(summorphos) with the body of
his glory” (Phil. 3:2).




OUR ELDERS

Jim Akins
Tim Ashberry
Mike Hughes
Mike Penrod

Danny Rye

On
www.somersavenue.org
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Host A Teen Devo

If you would like to host a teen
devotional this summer please

sign up today.

Upcoming Teen Events

This Month

e July I1—Devo, at the
home of Jerry and Kara
Ellis

e July I8—TBA

e July 25—TBA

Looking Forward

e  August 2-8—Florida Trip

e  September 4-6—Area
Wide Retreat

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face to shine

upon you and be gracious to you;
the Lord lift his countenance upon

you and give you peace.

Greg Clark

Somers Avenue—A place to call HOME

Summer Series 2010
Imitating Christ: Until Christ is Formed in You

“I'mitating

Greg Clark preaches for the Sylvan Hills church of Christ in Sher-
wood, Arkansas.
He is a native Oklahoman, having been raised in Moore where he
attended the Central church of Christ.
Greg received the B.Th. from Bear Valley Bible Institute of Denver,
B.A. in Bible from Oklahoma Christian University, and an M.Div. from
Southern Christian University.
His wife, Carol, is a teacher in the North Little Rock school system.
Greg will be with us this Wednesday night to speak on the subject:

the Solitude o

More Things You Can Do On
Our WEBSITE:
® Link to other sites

® Check Calendar of events

® Read Blogs from Somers

®  Print picture directory or pdf
list of members & much

more: wwwsomersavenue.org

Rest

One of the questions our
Thursday lunch SOS group asks is
“What have you done this past
week to keep your body fit and
rested.” Another question that
we developed as a response to
that question is “What have you
done this week to keep your soul
fit and fed.”

| like both questions, and | think
they serve to help us realize our
stewardship of what God has
entrusted to us.

But as | woke this morning |
thought about the third ques-
tion—the unasked question that
is hiding between the two.

“What have you done this week
to keep your soul rested?”

At first, this question may seem
a little odd. Or you may have
expected it from me. Sabbath,
physical and spiritual rest, is
something | have spoken of much
in the past 6 months. | even
wrote a bulletin article with that
title only 2 months ago.

But this morning when the
alarm sounded, | could not believe
it was already morning. | did not

Al ex

feel rested at all. | wanted noth-
ing more than to hit snooze and
go right back to sleep.

The past 2 weeks have been
physically exhausting for me. It
started by taking care of my wife
who had a virus that kept her up
sick all hours of the day and night,
and that kept me up taking care of
her. Then | drove to Trumann to
pick up my oldest nephew and
two of his friends who were com-
ing to visit for a few days. On
Friday night | met a large group of
our teens at Wild River Country
for our annual lock-in, Splash-
down. Half way through the
night, just after |1:00pm, | found
out quite undeniably that in taking
care of Sandy | had contracted the
same virus that had made her so
ill. But the next day we had 13
students headed to Uplift for a
week of camp, and | was going as
their only sponsor. So, | spent an
amazing week with them. On
Thursday when they returned |
headed down to our annual family
reunion with Sandy’s family. Sun-
day morning Sandy became very ill

Wel | s,

Youth and

with a kidney infection and we
headed home in one car. So then,
yesterday after taking care of Bob
Cook for the day, | picked up
Jacob Klotz who helped me drive
a 5 hour trip to retrieve my car.

And this morning | was tired.
My body was exhausted.

| think we can all relate to times
like that when we have just worn
ourselves out and we need a
break. It is obvious when we
have come to the point of physi-
cal exhaustion and need rest. We
know the signs.

But do we know the signs of
spiritual exhaustion? Are we
keenly attuned to the spiritual
stressors in our lives and how
they affect our daily walk with
God?

All too often | am not. Most
often | come very close to the
end of my rope (physically and
spiritually) before | realize that |
need to take a break — that | need
to rest.

| need to learn to be still. |
need to learn to rest in God’s
Sabbath.

Ch



