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Coming Soon 

 

Vacation Bible School  

June 27-30                 

Levy Hosting   

 

òBuild Your House  

     On the Rockó          

     Sunday, August 22        

     Somers Avenue 

     B. J. & Tish Clarke    

 

Change for Children  

Cans due back by      
September 19    

 

6th Annual                    

River City Run Walk    

Burns Park                   

July 17, 2010             

Benefiting 

    River City Ministries                

 
                                

For Our Guests: 

 
Attended Nursery at back 

of the Auditoriumñinfants  

 
Attended Training Room 
at back of the auditorium  
East side)    
[for 1-3 Yr. olds] 

 
Wireless Hearing receivers 

are available in sound booth at 

back of the auditorium. 

 

CHURCH OF CHRIST  
 

Somers Ave Church of Christ 

4801 Somers Avenue 
North Little Rock AR 72118 

 

 Phone: 501-758-5256 
Fax: 501-758-1047 

 
 Office@somersavenue.org  

 

Schedule of Services: 
Bible Classes:      9:00  A.M. 

Worship:            9:45  A.M. 

Evening Service:  5:00  P.M. 

Midweek:            7:00  P.M. 

          

 

 

 òI Believe it is a gift worth more than   

                    Silver and Goldó 
 

 

 

            Jeff Langat Family 

 

 
òThen Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. òDo you understand what you are read-

ing?ó Philip asked. òHow can I,ó he said, òunless someone explains it to me?ó So he invited Philip to come up and sit with 

him.ó (Acts 8: 30-31) 

 

        Many times I have thought about how many people had the capacity to read in the early church. I know 

they must have had more people who couldnõt and so how did they learn about the scriptures? How about the 

New Testament?  Since it was not compiled as a book until way later, did the early Christians have difficulty 

understanding Godõs revelation and plan as a whole? I know oral tradition played a role, the communal reading 

of the Torah and the presence of the synagogues must have helped.  I would presume in my opinion not many 

common men had the capacity to read. 

 

       I say all this because we sometimes take for granted our capacity to pick up a Bible and be able to read. We 

at least have this ability to read. I come from a society where I have seen people depend on others to read 

scripture to them and help them understand just as Philip helped the Ethiopian eunuch. But depending on some-

one to read and interpret for you makes you dependent and subject to personal opinion and persuasions of 

another. 

 

       I believe education offers freedom to learn in the volume of content available for consumption, but the 

greatest worth is in the ability to read the word of God. It is with this thought we have supported 9 high-
schoolers in Kenya who will have the possibilities of acquiring knowledge and pursue their dreams and I have no 

doubt the Bible will be one of the books available to them.  They will have the capacity to pick it up and have the 

possibility of reading and maybe understanding the word of God and the desire for their lives. I think this is a gift 

that is worth more than silver and gold.  

 

      The members of Somers have made supporting a student in Kenya a yearly project. They have offered their 

monetary sacrifice to make this a success.  It takes 1500 dollars for 4 years of school high school offering board-

ing facilities. 

 

       I believe itõs been a worthy mission.  As I move to Texas, I take with me the thoughts of knowing how 

much this made an impact on a small village in an obscure part of Kenya where my family hails from and how 

wonderful to know that Somers made an impact on their lives and mine. 
 
In brotherly Love, 

Japheth Langat           

Jeff will be moving with his family to Texas this summer due to 

his career advancement opportunities. 
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Contact Elder for June ñ Tim Ashberry 

Our Record 
June 20, 2010             

 

Sunday Bible Classes 

172 

A.M. Worship 

241 

P.M. Worship 

126 

Ladies Bible Class 

N/A 

Midweek Classes 

No Count 

 

Budget  $9,080.25 

Contribution       $8,522.03 

Average               $9,730.74 

Brown Bag 

Wednesday- 

MPB at 6:00 P.M.  

Bring your own 

food and drink and 

enjoy eating 

together before 

Bible Class.  No 

drinks will be 

provided. 

 

MONTH OF JUNE: 

Peanut butter 

Jelly 

Toilet paper 

Crackers 

 

Please check the table in the front hallway on the east side of the building for a list of those of 

our number who need encouragement.    

 

Encouragement List 

Family News 

In Our Thoughts 

Joe Gibbins is recovering at home.   

Jonathan Barfield has begun a new leukemia trial study.  

Michelle Zwack (Betty Gibsonõs granddaughter) has thyroid cancer.  She is scheduled 

for surgery in 3 weeks. 

Karen Kidd fell last week and broke her right humerus. 

Bill Driver is recovering at home following a fracture of his L-1 vertebrae.  He had out-

patient surgery on Friday to repair the facture. 

Reagan Workman is suffering with shingles. 

 

An òElectric Fan Driveó sponsored by the NLR Fire Department is in progress to assist 

those in need in our community.  If you would like to help, please bring your fans to the OFR 

(east wall).  Cash donations may be given to the church office. 

 

VBS Kick-off Service/Sandwich Supper tonight at 5:00 P.M. 

VBS will be hosted by Levy this year on June 28-30 from 9:30-11:30 A.M. for K-6th grades. 

Childcare will be provided for children birth through pre-school.   

   

Wedding Shower is being planned for Holly and Michael Moody on July 11th. They are 

registered at Bed, Bath & Beyond, Target and JC Penneys. 

 

Response-Lynette Gilliam for Prayers-6/20 

 

Sympathy is extended to Treva Voyles and family in the death of Page Gibson (husband of 

Trevaõs niece). 

 

 

Military Address for Robert Dixon: 

 SGT Robert Dixon 

 C Company 173rd BSB 
 FOB Shank East 

 APO AE 09364 

 

 
Congratulations to Chelsea and Mark Janke on the arrival of their son, Tucker 

Alan.  He was born on Monday, June 14th at 7:08 P.M.  Tucker weighed 8lb 12 

oz.  Proud grandparents are Steve & Meridith Smith, and Scott & Lesa Hollo-

way.  Great grandparents are Ann Camp & Jim and Eunice Taylor. 

 

 

 
Christina Campbell and Kyle Mosley will wed in a private garden ceremony on 

Tuesday, July 13th.  Christina is the granddaughter of Elwood & Shirley Whit-

field and Kyle is the son of Steve and Debbie Mosley. 
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NOTES OF APPRECIATION from... 

Bunnies and Boulders                                                                  Sean Ashberry, Involvement & Outreach 

   Check out my blog: 

seanashberry.wordpress.com 
   

Follow me on Twitter: 

@seanashberry 
 

Connect on Facebook: 

sean.ashberry 

     Easter.  Right now the 

religious world is focused on 

Passover, resurrection, palm 

leaves, andébunnies?  Seems a 

little out of place.  But maybe 

they are not so disconnected. 

     Kids have been and will be 

hunting for those elusive eggs, 

painstakingly perched, 

propped, and posed in the 

most peculiar places.  I re-

member not so long ago when 

I was carrying my little wicker 

basket full of green Easter 

basket grass from bush to tree, 

to flower pot, not allowing any 

dark corner to go without 

careful examination.  No egg 

left behind! 

     I remember how the ex-
citement grew as each colorful 

orb was uncovered and placed 

oh so carefully in my basket.  

See, I grew up in the transition 

period between real and plas-

tic eggs so we became very 

good at òno egg left behindó.  

If you leave a real egg behind, 

well, itõs bad.  Anyway, back to 

the connection. 

     The excitement in finding 

Easter eggs comes not from 

the egg itself but what the egg 

represents.  The egg stands as 

a marker for what is inside - 

itõs all about the candy!  The 

egg is held in esteem only until 

the sweet nectar of goodness 

within it is unwrapped and 

savored.  Chocolaty, chewy, 

messy goodness!  That shell is 

discarded as quickly as it is 
snatched up from its stealthy 

perch. 

     Today the world is re-

minded of the resurrection of 

Christ.  I celebrate that today, 

just as I did yesterday and will 

tomorrow.  You see, because 

of the resurrection of Christ 

we have assurance every day 

that Jesusõ death paid for our 

sins, both past and future. 

     That  tomb stood as a 

marker for three days of what 

lay inside.  The tomb was held 

in esteem only until the salva-

tion of the world was un-

wrapped and released and now 

we savor His goodness.  Jesusõ 

resurrection means that He 

can give eternal life to all who 

believe in Him. 

     So today I will enjoy the 
excitement of watching my 

children hunt for Easter eggs.  

And somewhere between the 

finding and the eating I will 

share with them an analogy 

about the God that made 

them, the Son that came to 

them, and the tomb that is 

empty for them.    

     Then we shall eat a lot of 

candy! 
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They May See Your Good Works Fellowship of the Saints in Practical Application      Oran Burt, Pulpit Minister

  

        Using fabrics from Win-

sella Busbeaõs collection, the 

ladies class members are pre-

paring to carry on her good 

works in sewing, knitting and 

crocheting. 

     Small caps are made for 

babies in the Arkansas Chil-
drenõs Hospital. Blankets, lap-

robes and quilts are made for 

residents of nursing homes, and 

for various other outreach 

opportunities.  

     All good works done by 

Christians are postured so that 

God receives the glory. Every 

good deed is like a good seed 

being sown.  

     In todayõs world we hear 

about òglobal proficienciesó in 

just about every discipline. 

And isnõt it amazing to think 

about how knitting a babyõs 

cap, or piecing a quilt can 

influence individuals around 

the globe? 

    From Afghanistan, to 

Kenya; from Progresso Mex-

ico, to Jose dos Campos, 

Brazil; from New Zealand, to 

Tuba City, AZ; from Phnom 

Penh, Cambodia, to our own 

neighborhoods; from Stuttgart 

Germany, to our communi-

tiesñdown the street and 

across townñour members 

have a hand in making a differ-

ence.  And teaming with the 

NLR Fire Department, and 

other community organizations, 

we have an opportunity to 

provide fans for those who 

need them. The 3-speed model 

box fan shown is available at 

Walmart for about $14.95.  

Something to keep warmñ

quilts, something to keep 

coolñ-fans. How about some-

thing sweet?   

      Well, 250 kids, from Kin-

dergarten age through 6th 

grade, can clean out a food 

supply like the gnawing, swarm-
ing, creeping locusts of the 

book of Joel! (Joel 1:4). 

     And to offset this onslaught 

of energized youth at Vacation 

Bible School, we are helping in 

supplying cookies and drinks 

for the refreshments this week.  

     Since the first joint VBS 

effort of these three congrega-

tions in 1999 (Levy, Somers 

Avenue and Sylvan Hills) we 

have found that the work and 

results in preparing the teach-

ing supplies, putting together 

leaning centers, preparing les-

sons, and all the things that go 

into a good bible school pro-

gramñ-can be multiplied and 

enriched by joining together 

with some of our sister congre-

gations.  

 

       

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

    

Got thread? Got coins? Pennies 

add up to dollars, and the kids 

at the Childrenõs Homes of 

Paragould benefit from our 

generosity.  

    To God be the glory!  

  

Check out my blog: 

seanashberry.wordpress.com 
   

Follow me on Twitter: 

@seanashberry 
 

Connect on Facebook: 

sean.ashberry 

 Many people spend a lifetime 

interpreting and adjusting to 

reality.  Some have or will face 

greater challenges than others.  

The old joke speaks to two 

inevitabilities - taxes and death.  

Some are tempted to òopt 

out.ó  And sadly, some do. 

     It is tiring and challenging to 

walk straight and narrow every 

day.  Constant commitment 

can be burdensome.  Some are 

tempted to òopt out.ó  And 

sadly, some do.  But Jesus still 

said: 

 

òIf anyone would come after me 

let him deny himself and take up 

his cross and follow me.ó 

(Mark 8:34) 
 

     God does not offer an ex-

haustive explanation for every 

experience we encounter.  But 

he has revealed his love and 

glorious purpose - to conform 

us into the image of Christ.  

Thatõs even our theme of study 

on Wednesday nights.  

     God brought the universe 

out of nothing.  He brought 

order out of chaos.  He 

brought life out of death.  He 

brought glory out of humilia-

tion.  And He wants to bring us 

to wholeness out of broken-

ness.  The shoulders that bore 

the sins of the world are the 

only ones capable to carry 

ours. 

     When King David charged 

his son with building the temple 

he gave details of how to build 

Godõs house.  He recalled to 
Solomon the key to success: 

     òBe strong and courageous.  

Fear not; do not be dismayed.ó 

(1 Chron. 22:13b). 

     Have you seen a nesting 

bird in a rainstorm?  The pelt-

ing rain may threaten, but the 

bird does not desert the eggs.  

The faithful bird settles deeply 

into the nest; and when the 

wind shifts she changes position 

so as to face directly into it.  By 

doing this she gains stability.  

We also gain stability by facing 

hardship rather than trying to 

escape it.  Donõt you sing, òBe 

not dismayed what eõer betide.  

God will take care of you.ó 

     But we want to know, 

òHow long?ó  òWhen will this 

end?ó  And the answer doesnõt 

come.  To Paul, God said òmy 

grace is sufficient.ó  To Jesus, 

God affirmed òmy will, not 
yours.ó  And to the faithful, 

God still says,    

 

     òFear not, for I am with you; 

be not dismayed, for I am your 

God; I will strengthen you, I will 

help you, I will uphold you with 

my righteous right hand.ó              

(Isaiah 41:10). 

 

     In a storm a rooster folds 

up its wings and hides till the 

dreary end.  An eagle spreads it 

wings and rises above the 

storm.  Will you fold up, or fly? 

          

 Fold Up, or Fly?                                                            Sean Ashberry, Involvement & Outreach 

      Sewing is Sowing 

Change for Children 



 

 

Somers AvenueñA place to call HOME 

 More Things You Can Do On 

Our WEBSITE: 

Link to other sites  

Check Calendar of events 

Read Blogs from Somers 

Print picture directory or pdf 
list of members & much 

more: wwwsomersavenue.org 

Check out my blog: 

alexwellss.wordpress.com   

 

Follow me on Twitter: 

@alexwellss 
 

Connect on Facebook: 

alexwellss 

Weõre On the Web: 

www.somersavenue.org 

V 
   B 
      S 

 With     
Sylvan Hills  

AT  
   LEVY  

Our Joint Vacation Bible School with Levy and Sylvan Hills begins this Sunday 
Sunday June 27th  5:00 PM followed by Sandwich Supper (Worship at Somers for those unable to attend VBS) 

      Monday 28th  9:30-11:30 K-6 grade 

      Tuesday 29th  9:30-11:30 K-6 grade 

      Wednesday 30th 9:30-11:30 & 7:00-8:30 (Devotional at Somers for those unable to attend VBS). 

OUR ELDERS 

 

Jim Akins 

Tim Ashberry 

Mike Hughes 

Mike Penrod 

Danny Rye 

Host A Teen Devo 

 
We have 8 devotionals this 

summer and only one family 

has signed up to host one so 

far.  We need your help.  If you 

can host a devotional this sum-

mer, please sign up today. 

Upcoming Teen Events 
This Month 

 Å  June 27ñDevo 

   

Looking Forward 

 Å  August 2-8ñFlorida Trip 

 Å  September 4-6ñArea Wide 

    Retreat 

Teen Somer Nights 

Another reminder: for the 

summer quarter our Wednes-

day evening classes will begin 

right at 7:00 in the senior high 

room.  With our class time 
extended now we will go right 

through the bell, dismissing at 

8:30.  Topic this summer:  

Wholeness 

Progress in Progresso                              Alex Wells, Youth and Childrenõs Ministries 

  Juan Carlos Calderon Family 

Editorõs Note: Alex is at Harding 

this week with 14 of our teens 

and I am using his space for this 

message from the elders about 

our support of the work in Pro-

gresso, Mexico. (O.B.) 

       As you know, our summer 

mission trip to Progresso was 

cancelled this year due to vio-

lence along the border.  How-

ever, the brethren at Progresso 

have arranged to conduct a 

medical mission and VBS with 

local people.  Our part is to 

help provide funds, totaling 

$1,400 to help pay for medical 

staff, food, medicine and VBS 

supplies.  We are happy the 

church at Progresso has taken 

the lead in evangelizing their 

city.  The dates are July 14-

16th.  Al and Margaret Morgan 

have decided they want to be 

there to represent Somers 

Avenue.  We ask that you 

pray for them as they work 

under difficult circumstances, 

and we ask that you pray for 

the success of this effort.  

  

 ñThe Elders. 

 

The enduring principles of Godõs 

plan for saving mankind is for-

ever fresh:  

     òThen Peter, filled with the 

Holy Spirit, said to them, ô...let it be 

known to all of you, and to all the 

people of Israel, that by the name 

of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, 

whom you crucified, whom God 

raised from the deadñ-by this 

name this man stands here before 

you in good health.  He is the stone 

which was rejected by you, the 

builders, but which became the 

very corner stone. And there is 

salvation in no one else; for there is 

no other name under heaven that 

has been given among men, by 

which we must be saved.ó (Acts 

4:8-12) 


