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Bind Us Together — Wyldewood Family Retreat

For Our Guests:

Attended Nursery at
back of the Auditorium—
infants

Attended Training
Room at back of the audito-

rium (East side)
[for 1-3 Yr. olds]

Wireless Hearing re-
ceivers available in sound
booth at back of auditorium

Relaxing in the Dining Hall

It has been close to 20 years since we began making memories at the retreat center at Camp Wyldewood.
If you have never been to the annual Somers Avenue Family Retreat let me personally invite you to carve some
time out of your life to be filled with fun, fellowship and relationship strengthening. “Family” refers to our con-
gregational family so this is open to everyone—you, your family, your friends, neighbors, anyone you would like to
invite. You can come for a meal or stay for the weekend. The weekend is flexible with just a dab of structure.
We will begin arriving at various times late Friday afternoon and into the evening. Friday night we will have a
devotional and lots of free time. Join us Saturday morning for breakfast, drop by for lunch, or share a little din-
o Wyldewood Retreat ner. Saturday is filled with fun, 4-wheelin’, fishin’, hiking, games or find yourself a corner and spend some time

April 30—May | reading. We always end our day with a group devotional. Come and go as you please. The retreat center has
a large indoor room with carpet that also serves as the basketball court and indoor play area. The large dining
room has plenty of table space for eating, working on a puzzle or playing a game of cards or dominos.
If you chose to spend the night with us you may choose from among the comfortable private room accommoda-
tions in the retreat center or the rustic cabins (with indoor plumbing of course). If you really want to reclaim
your pioneer spirit you can even sleep out under God’s canopy.
Most of us will be making new memories with a third generation of family retreaters this year. Wyldewood is a
family friendly environment where the kids can be kids and the adults can too! Facilities are kid friendly, handi-
cap accessible and the food is AWESOME!
The only cost for the retreat is incurred if you eat their meals or sleep in their facilities. The fun, fellowship and
memories will only cost you your time. But anyone who has ever gone will tell you that the time spent at the
Family Retreat is actually an investment that pays dividends.

Coming Soon:

Somers Avenue Family Retreat
April 30—May 2
Wyldewood Retreat Center, Searcy
Registration forms located on back table or at www.somersavenue.org
Deadline for registration is today.
See Sean Ashberry with any questions
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Our Record
April 11,2010

Sunday Bible Classes
178
A.M. Worship
234
P.M. Worship
163

Ladies Bible Class
4/14 115
Midweek Classes
4/14 198

Budget
Contribution
Average

$9,080.25
$8,653.31
$9,809.88

Wednesday’s
Meal

Pizza

5:30-6:30 PM.

FOOD
PANTRY
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In Our Thoughts

HEALTH CONCERNS -
e o Willie Boultinghouse continues to recover at the home of Tommy & Karen
following a recent pacemaker implant.

e ¢ Jonathan Barfield underwent a biopsy Friday at MD Anderson due to a mass
in his right knee. He is scheduled for another biopsy on Monday due to spots on
his lungs. He will undergo surgery on Wednesday for placement of a rod in his

right leg to strengthen it due to problems caused by a lesion.
e o Sandy Wells is recovering at home following out-patient surgery this week.
e o Ann Ghee, of AZ, received good pathology reports following recent surgery.
e e Charles Moore (Contessa Moore’s father) is in a Plano, TX hospital receiving
treatment for gall stones and a gall bladder infection, and lung problems.

e o Brad Holloway (brother of Cricket Harper) has received a good prognosis
from cancer tests.

e o Henry Huckeba (Don Huckeba’s father) suffered a stroke in his left eye and
will not regain sight in that eye.

FRIENDS & FAMILY Prayer Requests

~James Akins (Akins’ grandson); Janet Akins; Eric Alexander (Jodie Grice’s son);
Ruby Chandler (Shirley Whitfield’s mother); Tom, Jr & Susan Cloninger (Tom &
Barbara’s son & daughter-in-law); Annie Culpepper; Scott Diles (son of Bob &
Mary); Betty Eddlemon; Jonathan Esquivel (Wilma Ingram’s nephew); Bill Fra-
zier (friend of the Haggards); Ruth Fuller; Wanda Gadberry; Ann Ghee; Joe
Gibbins; John Goodin; Billy Hale (brother of Gerald); Gerald Hale; Myrtle
Henry; Alice Herbert (sister of Jodie Grice); Gail Jenkins; Vivian Johnson (Carl
Reynolds’ sister); Brad Holloway (Cricket Harper’s brother); Alice Miller
(Haggard’s friend); Charles Moore (Contessa’s father); Marie Necessary (Chad’s
mother); John Noles; Neva Raper (Neita Phillips’ mother); Dorothy Ricks &
Mary Ricks (Linetta McDonald’s sisters-in-law); Kyle Rye (Danny & Judy’s son);
Mary & Radine Shock; Jenny Smith (Steve Foster’s aunt); Raymond Taylor
(Calvin Taylor’s father); Wanda House; Jane Weare; and Harry Word.

Ruth Busby placed membership at Somers on Sunday, April 4th.
Her address is 201 | Aztec Dr, Bldg 9, Apt 905, NLR, AR, 72116.
Her contact numbers are 501-593-1866 (mobile/home) and at the
church office she can be reached at 758-5256 ext. 10.

LAST WEEK:
Canned fruit

THIS WEEK:
Canned Mixed
vegetables

NEXT WEEK:
Tea bags

LUNCH AT CHARLOTTE’S will be enjoyed by members of our Wednesday morning
ladies class this Tuesday, April 20th. If you plan to attend, please meet at the church

building by 10:00 A.M. The bus will leave no later than 10:15.

FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY

e o There will be a free preview on Tuesday, April 27th in MPB-M|
from 7:00-7:45 P.M.

e o The next course is scheduled for May 3rd—]July |9th in MPB-MI.
Register online at www.somersavenue.org under forms or contact
Sean Ashberry. Childcare will be provided with advanced registration.

Contact Elder for April — Mike Hughes
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Unless Someone Should Guide me

| am reading a book called
“Pilgrim Heart” by Darryl Tip-
pens. The subtitle is “The Way of
Jesus in Everyday Life.” I've barely
gotten into the book but | plan to
occasionally share some thoughts
provoked by this book.
While churches are more sophis-
ticated and high-tech than ever in
the quality of teaching and deliv-
ery of a message, there is possibil-
ity they may be less able to trans-
mit the faith to subsequent gen-
erations than in the past. How
can this be?
In our quest to convey the right
message we must be cautious not
to abandon the most basic and
powerful method of faith trans-
mission-the faith community.
It is not enough to stand in a
pulpit, speak in a classroom, or
compose the most scholarly of
written commentary and then

think we have proclaimed the
gospel. The gospel was

was intended to be understood
within community. Of course, an
individual must accept the gospel
but the gospel message lives
within the community of faith.
That is where it becomes real.

I like how Tippens says that
“participation in Christian com-
munity is actively engaging in the
basic communal practices that are
known to transmit spiritual mem-
ory and trans-form lives.” That is
how faith is influenced through
generations. If we are not inten-
tional about creating ways in
which our community of faith can
share cross-generational faith
then we should not be surprised if
we continue to see the departure
of those whose faith is not so
firmly grounded. Memory is lost
and lives are not transformed.

Sean Ashberry, Involvement & Outreach

What hobbies do you have that
you could invite someone else to
experience with you? Do you
sew! Can you fix things! Do you
like to read? Enjoy bike riding? Is
there not some activity in your
life that you could share with a
young Christian? I'm not refer-

ring exclusively to the chronologi-

cally young but also the spiritually
young. What opportunities to
mentor already exist in your life?
We must not see church as a
place to receive but rather as a
community in which to share.
Yes we each must choose for
ourselves whom we will serve.
But to borrow from Acts 8:31, do
you understand what it means to
be a Christian? How can you
unless someone guides you? The
way of Jesus in everyday life is to
share with others who are on the
same journey..lest we all forget.

Caller’s

Check out my blog:
seanashberry.wordpress.com

Follow me on Twitter:
@seanashberry

Connect on Facebook:
sean.ashberry

‘Twern’t For the Twerp Who Twittered...

Oran Burt Preaching Minister

A Mere Suggestion

From here, it will either
disappear from the public
consciousness as fast as it got
there, or will grow to a ubig-
uitous phenomenon that just
keeps on swelling.

Amazingly, one pundit has
declared “Sarkozy has already
lost the 2012 election.”

How can such a grand-
scale buzz result from one
fellow’s mere suggestion that
the President of France has
been unfaithful to his wife and
his wife has been unfaithful to
him? [l don’t pretend to know
whether the accusations are
true— just that they were made]

Enter the power of sugges-
tion, add the reality that ideas
have consequences and put
those on steroids—the dy-
namic of real-time internet
speed via Twitter, Face Book,
etc. and voila! Trusted tutelary
Sarkozy and the accusations
made against him become the
household discussion of an
entire country overnight!

The twitter post has now

been repeated round the
world and splayed by disman-
tlers par excellence. But it
remains intact.

The very fact that both
Nicolas & Carla denied that
either one of the rumors were
true became another point of
attack. Sarkozy’s bristling at
the news media’s questions,
made him seem even more
suspicious to the throng.

Once an idea is put out
there, it can’t very well be
retrieved. Whether it is true
or false, or just raises a ques-
tion—-an idea has conse-
quences.

| recall an editorial cartoon
showing a huge meat grinder
and the executive who had
been minced through the
court of public opinion was
oozing out of it. As the fellow
was re-assembling himself at
the end of the smush, there
stood someone with a piece
of paper to hand to him. Cap-
tion read “and here is your good
name back.”

Don’t we wish it was that
easy?

Ideas put on Steroids

Multiply an idea by global
proficiencies in broadcasting it,
and instant, real-time messag-
ing, electronic media in the
hands of millions—and you
have a sense of power.

In fact, billions is a word
connected to nearly every-
thing in modern communica-
tions whether is it sales, dol-
lars, profits, customers, users,
units, apps and what have you.

A Matter of Life or Death

“He cursed God and the
king” was one such powerful
idea. It was false, a lie, a con-
spiracy against Naboth. But
people died as a result (see |
Kings 21 & 22).

Proverbs 18:21 gives the
idea that the tongue has both
the power of life and of death.

Surely words can hurt or
heal, help or hinder and can
even cost someone their life.

With multiplied power to
share ideas with millions
(billions?) of idea-receiving

human brains via electronic
media, certainly the under-
statement would be “caution,
mega-spew in progress.”

Bullies who abuse their
victims with cyber lingo online
or wirelessly still bear their
guilt.

Teens & tweens who are
“sexting” one another peer-to
-peer may get a surprise just
how many peers can peer.
Then the extent of the law has
to be examined as to whether
frivolous, childhood acts be-
come prosecutable criminal
behavior, what the actual
crime is, and how bad it is, and
whether such misconduct and
poor judgment should become
a part of a permanent criminal
record that will haunt them all
their lives.

Freedom of expression is a
wonderful thing. And what
we put into our minds (hearts)
will eventually come out again.
The good man out of his good
treasure brings forth good
things. (Matthew 12:35). So as
you Twitter your heart out
be careful.
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Upcoming Teen Events

Coming Soon

e  April 25—Devotional
Hosts: Millers

e May 2—Devotional
Hosts: Ashberrys

e May |6—Sr. Devotional

e  May 23—Graduates
Reception

e  May 28-30—Summer Kick
Off

Looking Forward

e  June 4-6—Poverty Plunge
e  July 8-17—Mission Trip

e  August 2-8—Florida Trip

Somers Avenue—A Place To Call Home

More Things You Can Do

On Our WEBSITE:

Link to other sites

®  Read Blogs from Somers

® Check Calendar of events °

Print picture directory or
pdf list of members & much

more: wwwsomersavenue.org

CONGREGATIONAL ASSESSMENT REPORT BY YEAKLEY APRIL 25TH

Dr. Flavil Yeakley

Sunday April 25

Combined Class
Morning Sermon

Congregational
potluck & further
detailed presen-
tation

After months of
study and data gather-
ing and entry by sev-
eral in our congrega-
tion, and sending that
to Flavil for analysis,
we will hear his con-
clusions and recom-
mendations for us.

Known across the
brotherhood as an
expert in the area of
church growth and
trends in religion in
America, Bro. Yeakley
has expanded upon his
definitive book “Why
Churches Grow”

His work among us is
really just to hold up a
mirror so we can
clearly see ourselves.

He will discuss our
history of attendance,
gains & losses, pro-
grams & practices, and
other pertinent infor-
mation.

This is intended to
help us define our
purposes for the fu-
ture of the congrega-
tion’s work and also
point to options that
will give some direc-
tion for the road
ahead.

On Sunday, April
25, he will be with
us to share some of
his findings.

SCHEDULE

9:00 Flavil to teach
combined adult classes
in the Auditorium

10:30 Flavil to preach
the morning message

11:30 Congregational
potluck & presentation
of more detailed find-
ings by Flavil Yeakley.

The elders hope
every member will
plan to attend that day
& stay for lunch. It will
be very informative
and inspiring

“People differ in
the degree to which
they are identified
with various groups.
For some people
their religious group
identification plays a
very minor role in
their self-image. For
others it is central.
The involvement
level of individual
members of the
church of Christ
was measured and
compared with a
measurement of
how central their
church membership

was in their self-
image. That re-
search found a very
high positive corre-
lation between
these two measure-
ments. Church
membership is a
central part of the
self-image of people
who are highly in-
volved in the work
of the church. Such
church membership
is only a minor part
of the self-image of
those who are not
actively involved in
the work of the

church.
A part of what

happens in conver-
sion is that affiliation
with a congregation
helps a convert de-
fine himself. The
more involved a
person becomes
in the work of the
congregation, the
more important
the congregation
becomes in his
life. It logically fol-
lows, therefore, that
a congregation
which offers many
opportunities for

involvement would
be more successful
in attracting and
keeping converts
than would a con-
gregation which
offers few opportu-
nities for involve-

ment.”

—Excerpt from Flavil

Yeakley’s book,
“How Churches Grow”

pp. 40,41 [Gospel Advo-
cate, 1986]




