CHURCH OF
CHRIST

For Our Guests:

Attended Nursery at
back of the Auditorium—
infants

Attended Training
Room at back of the audito-

rium (East side)
[for 1-3 Yr. olds]

Wireless Hearing re-
ceivers available in sound
booth at back of auditorium

Today’s Messages:

Why Seek The Living
With the Dead?

P.M. “Why People Do
Not Believe”

Coming Soon:

e Ladies Day April 10 —
Hot Springs Village

e Friends & Family Day at
River City Ministry 4/1 |

e M &M Road Trip to
Dallas TX Apr. 8-11

e Evangelistically Speaking
Lectureship Mars Hill
April 16-18

e  Wyldewood Retreat
April 30—May |
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Meet Our New Church Secretary

Ruth Busby
Secretary

We are happy to announce
the arrival of our new church
secretary, Ruth Busby.

Many of us remember Ruth
and her family when they wor-
shiped here at Somers in the
1980’s.

Ruth’s most recent em-
ployment was serving as the
Operations Manager with the
Truth For Today World Mis-
sion School in Searcy. She
began work there in 1998.

Prior to that she had been
the receptionist for the Hard-
ing University Counseling

Center.

For fifteen years Ruth served
as the Registrar for North-
wood Junior High in the Pu-
laski County Special School
District. (1980-95).

She is excited about working
with us at Somers and she said
it feels like coming home.

Ruth will be living at the
Indian Hills Apartments and
will begin her work here on
Monday, April 5th.

Let’s all welcome her home
and give her our best support
and cooperation.

World Bible School

Mark Philips observes Tom Cloninger creating smiles as a group of volunteers process
World Bible School lessons .
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Our Record
March 28, 2010

Sunday Bible Classes
194
A.M. Worship
271
P.M. Worship
184

Ladies Bible Class
3/31 16
Midweek Classes
3/31 211

Budget
Contribution
Average

$9,080.25
$9,556.86
$9,731.33

0Gospel
Advocate
Subscription
due by
Apr i |

FOOD
PANTRY
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LAST WEEK:
Tuna

THIS WEEK:
Dried Beans

NEXT WEEK:
Canned fruit

In Our Thoughts

HEALTH CONCERNS -

e Wanda House is scheduled for surgery, Monday, April 5th, at LR-Baptist to
remove a recurrent renal cancer.

e Tom Edwards had a short hospital stay last week due to high blood pressure
and respiratory problems.

e Mar k P hhiealt kath ghew@d no blockage. He will see his orthopedic
doctor on April 8th, for the MRI results of his left knee and ankle.

e Angela Drause is doing well following out-patient surgery on Wednesday.
¢ Janet Morgan is recovering from knee replacement surgery.

¢ John Goodin was released from rehab on Wednesday and will be at his daugh-
ter’s house for approximately 10 weeks.

e Brad Holloway (Cricket Harper’s brother) underwent surgery last Monday in
Jonesboro following a diagnosis of cancer.

e Vivian Johnson (sister of Carl Reynolds) is not doing well at this time.

e Bill Looney (brother-in-law of Danny Rye) was released from the hospital on
Tuesday and is doing well.

e Ann Ghee, of AZ, is scheduled for surgery on April 9th, to remove a mass in
her right breast, as well as, her gall bladder.

FRIENDS & FAMILY Prayer Requests

~James Akins (Akins’ grandson); Janet Akins; Eric Alexander (Jodie Grice’s
son); Ruby Chandler (Shirley Whitfield’s mother); Tom, Jr & Susan Cloninger
(Tom & Barbara’s son & daughter-in-law); Annie Culpepper; Scott Diles (son of
Bob & Mary); Betty Eddlemon; Tom & Bea Edwards; Jonathan Esquivel
(Wilma Ingram’s nephew); Bill Frazier (friend of the Haggards); Ruth Fuller;
Wanda Gadberry; Ann Ghee; Joe Gibbins; Billy Hale (brother of Gerald);

1 8 {Gerald Hale; (Myrtle Henry; Alice Herbert (sister of Jodie Grice); Gail Jen-

kins; Vivian Johnson (Carl Reynolds’ sister); Brad Holloway (Cricket Harper’s
brother); Alice Miller (Haggard’s friend); Charles Moore (Contessa’s father);
Marie Necessary (Chad’s mother); John Noles; Neva Raper (Neita Phillips’
mother); Dorothy Ricks & Mary Ricks (Linetta McDonald’s sisters-in-law); Kyle
Rye (Danny & Judy’s son); Mary & Radine Shock; Jenny Smith (Steve Foster’s
aunt); Raymond Taylor (Calvin Taylor’s father); Jane Weare; and Harry Word.

Our Heartfelt Sympathy ~

Is extended to the family of sister Jerry Boultinghouse. Jerry was the wife of
Willie Boultinghouse, the mother of Karen Kidd, and the sister of Bill Ed
White. Her service was Tuesday, March 30th, at the Rose City Church of
Christ on Lynch Drive where Jerry served as secretary and bookkeeper for

35 years. Burial was at Rest Hills.

Gospel Advocate Subscription Due April |8th!
e Our club subscription will expire soon. To renew you subscrip-

tion or become a new subscriber give your check, made out to
Gospel Advocate, for $15.98 to Yvonne Stinebaugh by April 18th.

Contact Elder for April — Mike Hughes
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Bunnies and Boulders

Easter. Right now the reli-
gious world is focused on Pass-
over, resurrection, palm leaves,
and...bunnies? Seems a little
out of place. But maybe they
are not so disconnected.

Kids have been and will be
hunting for those elusive eggs,
painstakingly perched, propped,
and posed in the most peculiar
places. | remember not so long
ago when | was carrying my
little wicker basket full of green
Easter basket grass from bush to
tree, to flower pot, not allowing
any dark corner to go without
careful examination. No egg left
behind!

| remember how the excite-
ment grew as each colorful orb
was uncovered and placed oh so

carefully in my basket. See, |
grew up in the transition period
between real and plastic eggs so
we became very good at “no
egg left behind”. If you leave a
real egg behind, well, it’s bad.

Anyway, back to the connection.

The excitement in finding
Easter eggs comes not from the
egg itself but what the egg
represents. The egg stands as a
marker for what is inside - it’s
all about the candy! The egg is
held in esteem only until the
sweet nectar of goodness within
it is unwrapped and savored.
Chocolaty, chewy, messy good-
ness! That shell is discarded as
quickly as it is snatched up from
its stealthy perch.

Today the world is reminded

Sean Ashberry, Involvement & Outreach

of the resurrection of Christ. |
celebrate that today, just as | did
yesterday and will tomorrow.
You see, because of the resur-
rection of Christ we have assur-
ance every day that Jesus’ death
paid for our sins, both past and
future.

That tomb stood as a
marker for three days of what
lay inside. The tomb was held in
esteem only until the salvation
of the world was unwrapped
and released and now we savor
His goodness. Jesus’ resurrec-
tion means that He can give
eternal life to all who believe in

somewhere between the finding
and the eating | will share with
them an analogy about the God
that made them, the Son that
came to them, and the tomb
that is empty for them. Then
we shall eat a lot of candy!

Check out my blog:
seanashberry.wordpress.com

Follow me on Twitter:

@seanashberry

or

Him.
So today | will enjoy the

excitement of watching my chil-
dren hunt for Easter eggs. And

Look me up on Facebook
sean.ashberry

Asking For Success

Nothing unfolds the wings
of the morning quite like in-
voking God’s help with your
plans— first thing.

On a mission to find a wife
for Isaac, Abraham’s servant
prayed at the very outset,
“Lord grant thy servant suc-
cess, (Genesis 24:12)

Even though this smart
fellow did all he could to in-
sure success, (such as looking
in the very place where
women would gather), he still
intensified his effort by specifi-
cally asking that things would
work out according to plan.
“May it be the one to whom |
shall say
jar . 060

Over the entire spectrum
of human needs, from finding a
godly person to marry, all the
way across to tackling the
mundane chores of a single
day—we are postured for
success when we remember
James'focus:0 1 f  t he
we shall live, and also do this or
that. o

What does “this or that”
include? Only huge, crucial
things? Could it be that the
God of the sparrow and of the

hair, is actually concerned with
the simple needs of the day?
He taught us to pray about
our daily bread and reminded
us to sustain ourselves beyond
food to the point of experi-
encing every word that pro-
ceeds from God.

Would | then begin some-
thing as simple and as grand as
a new day without asking God
to go with me all the way
through it?

Would | make an effort to
be reconciled to my offending
brother without asking God to
grant me success! Or go to
the one | have offended and

out including God in the trans-
action?

Should | expect my mar-
riage to flourish without God
helping me to build a hedge
around it to protect it and
keep it intact? Is it ok to ask
God for that?

L dHowdcanWprehch the,pure
message to today’s culture,
with its shift in thinking &
values, without asking God to
enlighten the eyes of their
hearts? Or without asking His
help in finding my way there

to today’s hearer’s new ad-
dress.

Is it possible that the
church will grow and increase
more than it shrinks without
specifically asking God for
success!?

Will people find the rela-
tionships they so earnestly
seek when they visit Christ’s
church at Somers Avenue
without our even asking God to
help each of us prove our-
selves to be a neighbor?

How will we reach people
who have been lied to, de-
ceived, betrayed and let
down—and who are afraid to

0 | e ttry tmimakedhings right withy otrast agamUCan we connect

our faith tradition with today’s
suspicious listener unless first
we have asked God to purify
our own hearts, motives and
actions?

In nothing be anxious, but
in everything by PRAYER, and
supplication, with thanksgiving,
let your requests be made known
to God. o6 (Phi

Apparently, the shortfall is
not simply the content of
prayer, nor the subject or
object of prayer, but with the
absence of the petition itself.

Oran Burt, preaching minister

James just flat says to us
“you do not have because you do
not ask, or you ask and do not
receive because you ask with
wrong motives. o
Who will be the next new
Christian in our congregation?
May it be the one to
whom | shall
Who will be the first to
respond to the next call for
teachers! May it be the one
to whom | shall
Which visitor to our as-
sembly will be the next one to
make a commitment to be a
part of our family here? May
it be the one to whom |
shall sayé
Abraham’s servant was
Intentional—focused on his
purpose, mission & plan. He
was also relationship ori-
ented “let me drink....whose
daughter are you.”
As the servant enjoyed suc-
cess he reflected on the rea-
son: OFor the Lord has
|guideddme fn the
w a y (Gedesis 24:27)
When we include God in
our plan by asking Him to
help, we too can know He has
guided us in the way.

say

James

ayé

4



Somers Avenuefi A Place To Call Home

YOUSGRE | NVI TED

e  APRIL I0TH - Hot Springs Village Church of Christ is hosting their | Ith annual “Ladies

CHURCH OF CHRIST Day” from 9:00-2:00 with Martha Janel (Cox) Maynard speaking. This year’s theme is
| (Paul) planted the see, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow!
e APRIL 10Th - Southern Christian Home’s dedication of the new “Cowboy Cottage”
on their farm at Overcup, AR, beginning at 11:00 A.M. Lunch will follow at noon.
Somers Ave Church of Christ e APRIL IIth - River City church is hosting a “Friends & Family Day”. A potluck lunch
4801 Somers Avenue will follow largely provided by the Downtown congregation from Searcy.
North Little Rock AR 72118 e APRIL 16-18th - 12th Annual Evangelistically Speaking Lectureship hosted by the Mars

Hill congregation. Check the brochure posted on the back bulletin board for a list of

speakers and times.

APRIL |6th-- Six State Gospel Singing hosted by Church of Christ at Southwind 8820

Shelby Drive, Memphis TN. 7:00—10:00 PM. Details posted on bulletin board.

e April 17th— McAlmont congregation is hosting their 2010 Sister to Sister Conference,
from 8:30-1:30. There will be a keynote speaker, workshops for ladies of all ages, lunch,
a fashion show of hats, and fellowship.

Phone: 501-758-5256

Fax: 501-758-1047 .

E-mail:
Office@somersavenue.org

Some of the Things You Can
Do On Our WEBSITE:
®  Find Address & Phone #'s

www.somersavenue.or(

®  Check Calendar of events ®  Print picture directory or

pdf list of members & much

See the latest Somers news

Upcoming Teen Events

This Month

e  April | | —LTC Banquet
Congregational pot
luck to celebrate the
achievements of

those who partici-
pated in LTC 2010

e  April | | —Devotional
Hosts: TBA

e  April 25—Devotional
Hosts: Millers

Later This Quarter

e May 2—Devotional
Hosts: Ashberrys

e May |6—Sr. Devotional

e May 23—Graduates
Reception

e  May 28-30—Summer Kick
Off

Looking Forward

e  June 4-6—Poverty Plunge
®  July 8-17—Mission Trip

e  August 2-8—Florida Trip

more: wwwsomersavenue.org

As We Come Together To Worship

It is so good to see you here
this morning. | am thrilled that
you have come to share in
worshiping our God. It is my
prayer that as we come to-
gether we can be renewed in
our spirits and once again

come before the very throne of
God in full confidence to re-
ceive his grace.

We come together to sing
praises to our God. We come
together asking his blessings on
those we love so dearly who
are hurting. VWe come to-
gether to thank him for his
work in those who are healing.

But most of all we come to-
gether to remember a love so
strong that it moved our God
to open his hands and pour out
a new blessing on mankind.
We remember a Creator who
allowed his Son to take the

very form of creation—to take
the form of a man. Here we
celebrate the love of a Savior.
We celebrate a love so strong
that it moved him to tears for
us, his people.

Before him we humbly bow,
remembering the One who
was willing to give up every-
thing so that you and | would
have the hope of gaining every-
thing. A life of love, a real fam-
ily, a bond that can never be
broken, a forgiveness that can
never be taken away—that is
what we have in Him. That is
what we have because of his
blood.

That is why we come together
today. It is that common
ground on which we stand as
we together gather around the
throne of our God and pour
out ourselves in worship.

Alex Wells
Youth Minister

Ever Thought of Host-
ing a Teen Devotional?

We are filled up through the
end of May, but two or three
times a year we offer a time of
sign ups for those who would
like to host a teen devotional
in their home. This is a great
time for you to get to know
our teens a little better, to
join with us in our worship of
God, and to provide a much
appreciated service to mem-
bers of the Body of Christ.

Some of our previous hosts in-
clude the following families:
Ashberry, Camp, Curtis, Ellis,
Herald, Holloway, Huckeba, Kidd,
Miller, Necessary, Nevins, Penrod,
Prestridge, Richmond, Smith,
Wednesday Ladies’ Bible Study,
and more. A big thank you to
them!




