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Coming Soon:

o Evangelistically Speaking
Lectureship Mars Hill

e M& M Road Trip Dallas

e Wyldewood Retreat
April 30-May |

e Gospel Singing at Geyer
Springs 6:00 PM 3-26

e Ladies Day April 10 —
Hot Springs Village

e Friends & Family Day at
River City Ministry 4/1 |

For Our Guests:

Attended Nursery at
back of the Auditorium—
infants

Attended Training
Room at back of the audito-

rium (East side)
[for 1-3 Yr. olds]

Wireless Hearing re-
ceivers available in sound
booth at back of auditorium
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The kids enjoy a birthday lunch together.
It’s 9:00am on Tuesday and you can hear the sound of giggles and playful activity echoing through the
hallways at Somers Avenue. Sunshine Kids Mother’s Day Out has begun a new week. Each Tuesday
and Thursday morning during the school year Mrs. Angela and Mrs. Brandy arrive at their rooms on the

west side of the church building to welcome |5 kids ranging in ages from | year to 3 years old.

Although the program began nearly two decades ago it has been sustained through the loving efforts of
several ladies of Somers Avenue beginning with Barbara Hunter and Jan Penrod, a new generation with
Clarice Langat, Courtney Sexson, and Darrah Lane, and continuing today with Angela Drause and
Brandy Holley. It has remained a structured Christian environment for child development where par-
ents of our community can find a warm, loving atmosphere in which to leave their child on a short-term
basis. Since its beginning there have been as many people outside the church served by Sunshine Kids

as there have been inside.

Sunshine Kids is not an unstructured baby-sitting service. The day is structured to include developmen-
tal lessons and activities along with the expected play times and nap time. Each week is planned so as to
provide a well-rounded learning environment where each child can feel included. The excitement of
reading time or creating their very own craft, playing outside or going on a field trip, learning a new
song or a new word, are all within a Christian atmosphere for building relationships and learning to live

in a community - sharing, helping, participating, and being considerate of each other.

Sunshine Kids is a ministry by mothers for families of our congregation and community. We look for-
ward to ways in which God will continue to use this program to connect our community with the peo-

ple of His church. We are thankful for our Sunshine Kids.

Open registration for fall begins April 9th.
If you or someone you know is interested in Mother’s Day Out contact Angela Drause at 772-4541
or check the website for more information.
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In Our Thoughts

Our Record HEALTH CONCERNS-
arch 25 e Mark Philligs is scheduled for a heart cath at Springhill on Tuesday, March

Sunday Bible Classes 30th, at 11:00 A.M. He will also meet with his orthopedic doctor on April 8th,
213 for the MRI results of his left knee and ankle.
A.M. Worship e Angela Drause is scheduled for out-patient surgery Wednesday, March 31st,
287 at Springhill.
P.M. ‘I’::rs'“" e John Goodin remains in Springhill Rehab, Rm #158A.

e Joe Gibbins is recovering from pneumonia.
Ladies Bible Class

324 16 e Margaret Morgan is also recovering from pneumonia.
Midweek Classes e Leslie Cloer is dealing with some complications from childbirth.
3/24 185 Little Haleigh has severe reflux. They do not need calls or visits at this time.
Budget $9,080.25 e Scott Diles, of Searcy, (son of Bob & Mary Diles) is recovering from shingles.
Contribution $9,393.64 e Bill Looney (brother-in-law of Danny Rye) suffered a stroke on Thursday
Average $9,745.87 following an arteriogram. He is in ICU at Baptist Medical Center.

FRIENDS & FAMILY Prayer Requests

~James Akins (Akins’ grandson); Janet Akins; Eric Alexander (Jodie Grice’s
son); Jerry Boultinghouse; Ruby Chandler (Shirley Whitfield’s mother); Tom,
Jr & Susan Cloninger (Tom & Barbara’s son & daughter-in-law); Annie
Culpepper; Scott Diles (son of Bob & Mary); Betty Eddlemon; Tim & Bea
Edwards; Jonathan Esquivel (Wilma Ingram’s nephew); Bill Frazier (friend of
the Haggards); Ruth Fuller; Wanda Gadberry; Joe Gibbins; John Goodin;
Billy Hale (brother of Gerald); Gerald Hale; Myrtle Henry; Alice Herbert
(sister of Jodie Grice); Gail Jenkins; Vivian Johnson (Carl Reynolds’ sister); Bill
O Re me mb er Looney (brother-in-law of Danny Rye); Alice Miller (Haggard's friend); Charles

Moore (Contessa’s father); Marie Necessary (Chad’s mother); John Noles;

Easter Egg Hunt Neva Raper (Neita Phillips’ mother); Dorothy Ricks & Mary Ricks (Linetta
) McDonald’s sisters-in-law); Kyle Rye (Danny & Judy’s son); Mary & Radine
following our Shock; Diann Simmons; Jenny Smith (Steve Foster’s aunt); Raymond Taylor

] Kt (Calvin Taylor’s father); Jane Weare; and Harry Word.
po uc (
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- - ®  Join us today for a congregational potluck in the MPB immediately after our morning
S service followed by an Easter Egg Hunt for children 6th grade and below. Please bring

a dozen candy-filled plastic eggs for each child participating.
D

e  APRIL I0TH - Hot Springs Village Church of Christ is hosting their | Ith annual “Ladies

Day” from 9:00-2:00 with Martha Jane (Cox) Maynard speaking. This year’s theme is
I (Paul) planted the see, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow!

e  APRIL I0Th - Southern Christian Home’s dedication of the new “Cowboy Cottage”
on their farm at Overcup, beginning at 1 1:00 A.M. Lunch will follow at noon.

e APRIL I Ith - River City church is hosting a “Friends & Family Day”. A potluck lunch
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LAST WEEK: will follow largely provided by the Downtown congregation from Searcy.
Paper towels e  APRIL 16-18th - 12th Annual Evangelistically Speaking Lectureship hosted by the Mars
Facial tissue Hill congregation. Check the brochure posted on the back bulletin board for a list of
THIS WEEK: speakers and times.
Jello e APRIL |6th-- Six State Gospel Singing hosted by Church of Christ at Southwind 8820
Shelby Drive, Memphis TN. 7:00—10:00 PM. Details posted on bulletin board.
NEXT WEEK:
Tuna Contact Elder for March—Jim Akins
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Zip-Loc Christianity

| am good at compartmentalizing
my life like a Zip-Loc starter set.
| put my favorite activities, the
ones | want the most of, in the
big container. The little condi-
ment container is nice for those
activities | like to sample but do
not want to fill me up.

There is the container with
separate sections so that | can
sample different ones without
them mixing together. The funny
thing about that container is how
the flavor of the strongest food
seems to blend with the others
so that everything tastes like that
item.

We live in a Zip-Loc society
and the church is just one item

that we put in our container.

The difference is made in which
sized container we use.

| find most people my age
and in the same life stage to be
struggling with similar chal-
lenges. We grew up in a time
when extra-curricular activities
were on the rise. Neighbor-
hood athletic programs were
exploding, school activities
were diversifying, and the eco-
nomic stability of the country
promoted travel and recrea-
tion.

All of this shaped a genera-
tion of activity-oriented people.
| think this mentality has grown
exponentially and we are now
seeing the results of our focus
in the pews of our churches.
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Sean Ashberry, Involvement & Outreach

Church and Christian commu-
nity have become another por
tion to plop into the Zip-Loc
container. The trend | see is
that more people are using
their condiment container for
their Christian relationships
and are happy with a dab or a
dollop on their plate.

The funny thing about the
condiment container is that
because of its size we some-
times overlook it in the refrig-
erator and end up not using it.
Then the contents begin to
breakdown and get all crusty
so that we just have to throw
them away.

Eventually we decide it is
not even worth the trouble of
packing the condiment

container because we
don’t use it. We just
choke down our sandwich
wondering why it is hard
to swallow, not realizing
that the ingredients we
left behind would make
our meal so much more
appetizing.

Check out my blog:

seanashberry.wordpress.com

Follow me on Twitter:
@seanashberry

or

Look me up on Facebook

Corrective Lenses

A whirlwind tour covering four states in six days.
Why would a deacon, his wife, and a youth minister
embark on such an excursion? One that seems whim-

sical and irresponsible?

It started with a dream | had; a fertilizer for tender
young souls. Stimulating their senses as well as their
minds, | would take them from the world's largest

cave to the Smokey Mountains.

Lessons from the Kentucky frontier would teach
them the restoration plea.......Bible truth! From the
Creation Museum things like, God really did make
the plants before the Sun, like Genesis says......Bible

truth!

This week Alex Wells shared my vision and every
teen that went will now see life through a different
lens and with the right lenses blurred vision is cor-

rected.

Mike Carter

Cane Ridge Meeting House—(right)

board by Oran’s office.

NOTES OF APPRECIATION from Danny & Judy Rye, Janet Akins, and Butch & Loretta Gordon —-are posted on the bulletin
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E-mail:
Office@somersavenue.org

www.somersavnue.org

“There is some-
thing about our
past that makes us
feel good. Some-
thing about our
history that
grounds us and
puts our feet back
on solid soil. There
is something about
nostalgia that is
very good.”

Somers Avenu@ A Place To Call Home

L.O.V.E Ministry (Ladies Offering Vital Encouragement)

Somers Ladies,
You can be a part of one of our great

ministries simply by preparing an occa-
sional dish of food!
Food For Friends

Food at Funerals

Bridal & Baby Showers
Please contact Judy Rye if you would like

to help in any of these areas.
Judy@somersavenue.org  758-5256 Ext. 20

Alex Wells

We Played Marbles
Youth Minister

Today was the the fourth day of our spring break trip, and we were able to see some very interesting sites —
sites where very important moments in the history of our movement (the restoration movement) have
taken place. We saw the Cane Ridge Meeting House, John Smith's Cabin, and the Old Mulkey Meeting
House. When we were planning the trip | was interested in seeing these places, but | was not all that ex-
cited about it. | thought it would be a great lesson in our history, but being here has made it all come alive in
a whole new way.

After our tour of the Old Mulkey Meeting House our tour guide told us some interesting facts about Mon-
roe County Kentucky. One pride of the county is their official pastime — playing marbles. They still make
their own marbles out of flint, just like the early settlers of the area did. They get together every afternoon
to play Knock Out, Keeps, or the regional favorite Roley Hole. The people of the county have even built an
indoor arena to play in so that the weather could no longer keep them from their fun. Every day they play
for a few hours beginning around four o'clock in the afternoon.

We stopped by another local staple on our way to see the marble action. While they would be no competi-
tion for my Thursday Whole Hog lunch of choice, the folks at Frances' BBQ made a mean brisket. When we
finished eating we headed over to see some intense marble playing. We arrived just after the big game had
finished. At first we were a bit disappointed. But then an older man with as many marbles in his pocket as
teeth in his mouth grinned and asked, “Ya'll wanna play?” And we played marbles. We played Roley Hole,
even though most of us had never shot a marble, let alone a stone marble. We played the old way. And it
felt good.

There is something about our past that makes us feel good. Something about our history that grounds us
and puts our feet back on solid soil. There is something about nostalgia that is very good.

But tomorrow we move on. And by the time this is in your hands we will have journeyed back to our
homes in North Little Rock and Sherwood. This coming week we will start back to school and work. Our
lives will not stay in the past and cannot stay focused on it.

We have to look forward. We have to set our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith. Then,
and only then, will we be able to find new ways to tell the same eternal truths to yet another generation
who desperately needs it.




