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Coming Soon: 

 Evangelistically Speaking 

Lectureship Mars Hill 

 M& M Road Trip Dallas—

deadline signup by 3-21 

 Wyldewood Retreat 

April 30-May 1 

 Gospel Singing at Geyer 

Springs 6:00 PM 3-26 

 Ladies Day April 10 —

Hot Springs Village  

 Friends & Family Day at 

River City Ministry 4/11 

Good news from Cambodia last week!  Dara and his girlfriend Srey Leak were baptized into Christ 

after studying the bible with the teachers in Phnom Penh. Charles Voyles and Bob Diles taught 

there for a month last Fall and Charles gave an update on the work there this past Sunday. We 

have an opportunity to help support the church there in the English Bible Study program. Using the 

bible as the text for teaching English, hundreds are taught the truth about creation, the nature of 

man, the nature of God, the will of God, the New Testament Church and many other pertinent 

messages. 

     Through a gift that keeps on giving, one sister’s bequest from her estate to the Somers Avenue 

congregation continues to spread the good news around the world. She asked that the elders use 

the money for mission work. And now the elders will be using some of that money to match any 

contributions we give toward the work in Cambodia. An immediate funding for part of one 

month’s support in the amount of $3,800 has been approved and sent. If you would like to contrib-

ute to this effort, give your checks (marked for ―Cambodia Mission‖)  to one of the elders or the 

Charles Voyles (contact person), or to Steve Mosley. Collection period is March 14—April 15. 

     On her blog site last week, Julie Broyles (Director of the school) reported the story of Dara & 

Srey Leak and their baptisms.  Read her blog online and see the slideshow and stories of the work 

there (juliebroyles1.blogspot.com). The people there are hungering for knowledge and are on waiting 

lists to get a place in the school to learn English and they love the bible study program. Teachers 

work one-on-one with students, teaching 6 to 8 hours per day.   

Dara  prepares to be immersed by Rich Dolan  while his girlfriend, Srey Leak 

(top right) awaits her turn. 

For Our Guests: 

 
Attended Nursery at 

back of  the Auditorium—

infants  

 
Attended Training 

Room at back of the audito-

rium (East side) for 1-3 Yr. 

olds 

 
Wireless Hearing re-

ceivers available in sound 

booth at back of auditorium 

 
Today’s Messages: 

 
 Is the World Still Upside 

Down? 
 
PM “Who Has Despised the 

Day of Small Things?” 

                Zechariah 4:10 

 



In Our Thoughts 
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WELCOME~  

 

Placed membership 3/14/10 

Cheryl Fossler & daughter, Elizabeth  

613 Libby Lane 

No. Little Rock, AR  72118 

501-912-2829 
 

HEALTH CONCERNS~ 

 Jonathan Barfield was discharged to an ―Out-patient‖ status on Thursday due 

 to significant improvements in his blood count. 

 John Goodin fell last week breaking his hip.  He had surgery Tuesday and is in 

 Springhill, Room #329  

 Mark Phillips awaits test results. 

 Ruby Chandler (mother of Shirley Whitfield) has been in a Dallas hospital for            

 several days with heart problems and a severe esophageal hernia. 

 Scott Diles (son of Bob & Mary) awaits test results. 

 Kyle Rye (son of Danny & Judy) will be referred to an MS specialist at the Uni-

versity of Florida Health Science Center in Gainesville due to inconclusive test 

results. 

 Angela Drause is scheduled for outpatient surgery March 31st at Springhill 

 

FRIENDS & FAMILY Prayer Requests~ 

 
~ James Akins (Akins’ grandson); Janet Akins; Eric Alexander  (Jodie Grice’s 

son); Jerry Boultinghouse; Ruby Chandler (Shirley Whitfield’s mother); Tom, Jr. 

& Susan Cloninger (Tom & Barbara’s son & daughter-in-law); Annie Culpepper, 

Scott Diles (Bob & Mary Diles’s son); Tom & Bea Edwards; Jonathan Esquivel  

(Wilma Ingram’s nephew); Bill Frazier (Haggards’ friend); Ruth Fuller; Wanda 

Gadberry; Joe Gibbins; John Goodin; Billy Hale (brother of Gerald Hale);     

Gerald Hale; Myrtle Henry; Alice Herbert (Jodie Grice’s sister); Gail Jenkins; 

Vivian Johnson (Carl Reynold’s sister); Alice Miller (Haggards’ friend); Charles 

Moore (Contessa Moore’s father); Marie Necessary (Chad Necessary’s mother); 

John Noles; Neva Raper (Neita Phillips’ mother); Dorothy Ricks & Mary Ricks  

(Linetta McDonald’s sisters-in-law);  Kyle Rye (son of Danny & Judy); Radine & 

Mary Shock; Diann Simmons; Jenny Smith (Steve Foster’s aunt); Raymond 

Taylor (Calvin Taylor’s father); Jane Weare; and Harry Word 

Contact Elder for March—-Jim Akins 

Our Record 

March 14, 2010 

Sunday bible classes             156 

A.M. Worship                      260 

P.M. Worship                      N/C 

 

Ladies Bible class  3/17          18 

Midweek Classes  3/17         221 

 

Contribution              $9,306.70 

 Average           $9,777.89 

If your 

kids are 

awake... 
They are 

probably 

ONLINE 

Last Week: Paper Towels 

Facial Tissue 

This week:     Jello 

YOU’RE INVITED 

 MARCH 26th —Geyer Springs Church of Christ will host a ―Gospel Singing‖ at 6:00 P.M. Sandwiches afterward 

 APRIL 10th—Hot Springs Village Church of Christ is hosting their 11th annual ―Ladies Day‖ from 9:00-2:00 with Martha Jane 

(Cox) Maynard as the guest speaker.  Theme: I (Paul) planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow! 

 APRIL 10th—SCH dedication of the new ―Cowboy Cottage‖ on their farm at Overcup, beginning at 11:00 A.M. Lunch will be 

served at noon. 

 APRIL 11th—River City church is hosting a ―Friends & Family Day‖. A potluck will follow largely provided by the Downtown 

congregation from Searcy. Special guests are Jerome Williams, Free Indeed, and Jim Harbin, Director of Memphis Urban Minis-

try. 

 APRIL 16-18—the 12th Annual Evangelistically Speaking Lectureship hosted by the Mars Hill congregation 
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Outta My Mind...and into yours                           

One description of ―kingdom‖ 

that I have come across is that 

―kingdom‖ is a place where the 

emperor’s dream is lived out in 

his territory.  

  
During the time of Christ the 

emperor’s dream (i.e. Caesar) 

was that Rome would be so 

powerful and rule it’s territo-

ries in such a way that the cul-

tural influence of the Roman 

kingdom would permeate the 

world.   

 
God wants His kingdom to 

influence the world so that the  

world will look more like him.  

In order for this to happen the 

cultural influence of those who 

are the kingdom of God must 

continue to expand. This is 

God’s vision of what kingdom 

should be.  

  
The Jews wrongly perceived 

that God being just had failed 

to see how their experiences 

were unjust.  This is opposite 

of what they should have per-

ceived.  When you read Mark 

you see that his concluding  

hope is that there be a Divine 

clean-up of the world.   

 
If a description of kingdom is 

that the Emperor’s dream is 

lived out in his territory, what 

is the challenge for the church,  

that is, you and me? 

 
Is God’s (the emperor) dream 

being lived out in His territory?  

Kingdom is God’s vision of the 

world being made real in the 

lives of his people.  How can 

we as people of God influence 

our communities so that we 

see the King’s vision fulfilled? 

“God wants His 

kingdom to 

influence the 

world so that 

the world will 

look more like 

Him.” 

Sean Ashberry Involvement 

& Outreach 

NOTES OF APPRECIATION from the Children’s Homes of Paragould, Southern Christian Home,  and the Hunter family—-are 

posted on the bulletin board  by Oran’s office. 

   In his book ―A Checklist Manifesto: 

How to Get Things Right” Dr. Atul 

Gawande describes the power of a 

simple tool. 

   Drawing from his wide experience 

as a surgeon and writer, Gawande 

recounts some of the surprises 

surgical teams face in the operating 

room. Most of these could be 

avoided with the use of a simple 

process: the checklist. 

   From the flyleaf: “The modern 

world has given us stupendous know-

how. Yet avoidable failures continue to 

plague us in health care; government, 

the law, the financial industry—in 

almost every realm of organized activ-

ity.  And the reason is simple: the vol-

ume and complexity of knowledge 

today has exceeded our ability as indi-
viduals to properly deliver it to peo-

ple—consistently, correctly, safely.  We 

train longer, specialize more, use ever 

advancing technologies, and still we 

fail.” 

  Gawande notes that “Faulty mem-

ory and distraction are a particular 

danger in what engineers call all-or-

none processes: whether running to the 

store to buy ingredients for a cake, 

preparing a plane for takeoff, or evalu-

ating a sick person in a hospital,  

If you miss just one key thing, you might as 

well not have made the effort at all.” p.36. 

  He points out a further difficulty, that 

is just as insidious: that people can 

lull themselves into skipping steps 

even when they remember them. 

  Sunday evening I plan to share with 

you some of his astonishing facts in the 

sermon on ―who has despised the day 

of small things?‖  

   But here is another sort of checklist 

that can help in winning some spiritual 

battles.  Seen in the life experiences of 

Gideon are some principles for victory 

taken from Judges 6-8: (don’t skip any) 

 

 GIVE UP YOUR IDOLS  

 
    God allowed the Midianites to op-

press Israel for seven years because of 

Israel’s sinful, carnal disobedience. God 

called Gideon to deliver his people 

from the oppression and the first order 
of business was to destroy the idols 

(Ashera) that his father built (6:25).  

Idols can’t deliver us but can help pre-

vent God’s deliverance.  Gideon used 

the mules to pull down the altars—

compare 2 Corinthians 10:4.  It helps to 

remove any idol (a thing we love & 

serve more than God) —then detox.  

 

PREPARE FOR BATTLE 
 God wanted Gideon to realize 

that he could not deliver himself, but 

he must rely on God and not say ―my 

own power has delivered me.‖ 7:2.  

Our adversary doesn’t give up easily. 

He threw down the boy possessed 
with demons—even after being com-

manded to depart (Mark 9:26,27). 

God gave Gideon 400 to 1 odds so 

that the issue would be clear as to 

who did the delivering. 

 

 LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE 
When Gideon and the 300 men 

broke the pots and the lights ―came 

on‖ suddenly, they were able to con-

quer the enemy with God’s help.  

Light dispels the darkness. If we let 

our light shine among men today thru 

our good works—God will receive 

the glory. (Matthew 5:16) 

LET GOD RULE YOUR LIFE 
Afterward, the people were so 

impressed with Gideon that they 

asked him to rule over them. He 

refused, saying ―...the Lord shall rule 

over you.‖ (8:23). 

DON’T GO BACK 
Gideon made an ephod that be-

came a snare to him. The pull of 

temptation is constant.  Don’t go. 

 

 

A Checklist Manifesto  Spiritual Style                                         Oran Burt, Preaching Minister 
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L.O.V.E Ministry (Ladies Offering Vital Encouragement) 

heard we must stand and 

shout.  Yet, in Christ we learn 

that all we need do is raise our 

small voice to him, surrender it 

to him, and in his hands our 

small voice can speak truth for 

generations to come. 

 

This world heralds as heroes 
those who charge into burning 

buildings, storm the enemy 

camp, take the bully down, and 

rightly so.  We need those who 

can take care of the helpless—

to defend us against evil.   

 

But in Christ we gain eyes to 

see that the reality of the spiri-

tual battle begs for another 

kind of hero.  The hero who 

patiently watches for the prodi-

gal to return and runs out to 

the horizon to embrace him. 

 

We need the hero who will 

So often we think that it is only 

in the monumental decisions of 

our lives that we have an op-

portunity to make a Godly 

impact on the world around us.  

The truth is that the difference 

we make in the world is made 

by the consistency of our small, 

daily choices. 

 
This world pushes us to be 

more, do more, have more, 

more, more, more.  Yet we can 

choose contentment.  We can 

choose to have enough, do 

enough, be enough.  We can 

decide that the blessings we 

already take for granted are 

more than enough.   

 

This world tells us over and 

over that we really are only 

one small voice, and that one 

lonely voice is quite insignifi-

cant.  The world tells us that in 

order to make our small voice 

give her sandwich to the one 

sitting alone at lunch with noth-

ing to eat.  We need the hero 

who will not walk on by on the 

other side when sin and pain 

have stripped, beaten, and crip-

pled some soul, leaving them 

for dead.  We need the hero 

who will just sit and listen.  We 

need the hero who will speak a 
word of encouragement into 

the life of one who is feeling 

like giving up.  We need the 

hero who will feed the one 

who can no longer feed himself. 

 

We need the hero who 

through consistency of small 

daily choices, shines the light of 

God into this dark world.  

Because it is in the small things 

that our true character shines.  

When we choose godliness in 

every moment of life, our light 

will shine for all the world to 

see. 

The Small Things Alex Wells 

Youth Minister 

―This world her-

alds as heroes 

those who charge 

into burning build-

ings, storm the en-

emy camp, take the 

bully down, and 

rightly so.  We need 

those who can take 

care of the help-

less—to defend us 

against evil.‖  

Somers Ladies, 
    You can be a part of one of our great 

ministries simply by preparing an occa-

sional dish of food! 

 Food For Friends 

 Food at Funerals 

 Bridal & Baby Showers 
Please contact Judy Rye if you would like 

to help in any of these areas.    
 Judy@somersavenue.org    758-5256 Ext. 20 

EVENT DETAILS 

 M&M’s will take a weekend trip to Dallas, April 8th – 11th.  Those wishing to make the trip      

need to sign-up at the back table (next to the sound booth) by tonight.  For more information, 

see Terry Herald. 

     Our annual family retreat held at Camp Wyldewood is scheduled for the weekend of April 

30-May 1.  If you plan to attend for part or all of the weekend, please register no later than April 

25th.  This can be done online by clicking on the tab ―Forms‖ or by a paper form located at the 

back table.  If you have any questions, see Sean Ashberry. 


